
Funding under the OLEP 2009/2010-2012/2013
What is Alberta Education’s share of federal funds under the 2009/2010-2012/2013 Protocol?
Under the 2009–2013 Protocol, and in order to support Minority and Second language initiatives and projects, Alberta will receive:

· $14,205,825 annually, for a total of $56.82 million in federal funding over 4 years. This represents 6.05% of nationally available funding.

Targeted funding under federal funding will be available to provinces and territories on a 50/50 matching basis.
Who is eligible for funding under the 2009/2010-2012/2013 Protocol?

Eligible applicants include school, professional development providers, 
post-secondary institutions and other institutions and organizations with an interest in French language education in Alberta.  School-initiated projects must be submitted by their jurisdiction.  Collaboration and partnerships among stakeholders are strongly encouraged and evidence of this should be clear in the proposals.

For what period is the federal funding available?

Funding is available for initiatives that will take place within the next four school years from 2009/2010 to 2012/2013.  Shorter-term proposals will also be considered.  However, 
four-year projects are strongly encouraged.
What criteria will be used to assess applications?

Funding applications must clearly respond to the Outcomes Domain and corresponding Performance Indicators for second official language instruction (alternative French language programs, including French Immersion and French as a Second Language).
To be eligible for funding, proposed initiatives must be project-based and:
· include project goals, objectives and strategies clearly linked to one of the Outcomes Domain: Provision of Programs, Student Performance, Enriched School Environment.
· demonstrate innovation in meeting the specified goals
· identify measurable outcomes to evaluate success

· have a time frame of one to four years between 2009/2010 and 2012/2013 and describe how projects will be self-sustaining beyond this time frame
· detailed project costs by year and in total

· identify financial commitment of applicant(s)

· identify an anticipated federal contribution of no more than 50% of total costs

· describe plans for sharing project reports and materials with listed partners and others.
Stakeholders are encouraged to propose initiatives that:
· include broad collaboration and partnerships, i.e., involve and benefit more than one stakeholder or clientele

· reflect an understanding of the research and build on best practices
· aim to achieve significant advancement and improvement in one or more aspects of French second language programs in Alberta.
Stakeholders should submit a separate application for each proposed project.  If a stakeholder is submitting two or more applications for consideration, a covering letter should list all proposed projects in order of priority.

Can existing projects continue to receive federal funds?
Yes. However, they must be modified in order to better fit the corresponding Outcome Domain and corresponding Performance Indicator.
How do stakeholders apply for federal funding?

Application templates and instructions to guide the development of proposals are provided in this kit.  
Who can answer questions and provide more information?

Information sessions were held around the province in May 2009.  Stakeholders were encouraged to attend one of the sessions.
The templates are also available electronically at www.education.alberta.ca/admin.aspx or by calling Official Languages at 780-427-5538 (toll free: 310-0000) and asking for “Federal Funding Application Templates.”  Applications may be submitted in English or French.
What is the deadline for submission of applications and where should they be sent?

Applications for all initiatives must be received no later than:

Friday, September 25, 2009
Applications received after the deadline will not be included in Alberta’s submission to the Federal government.

Send applications by mail to:
Vivian Abboud


Official Languages In Education Programs


Alberta Education


44 Capital Boulevard



10044 - 108 Street NW


Edmonton, AB   T5J 5E6


by e-mail to:
vivian.abboud@gov.ab.ca

or by fax to:
780-422-1947, Attention: Vivian Abboud
What are the next steps?

Applications will be reviewed upon submission.  By October 23, 2009 applicants will receive written notification that their submissions were received.  Applicants whose submissions do not meet eligibility criteria will receive feedback by phone or e-mail, to assist them in revising their submissions.  The deadline for resubmission is October 30, 2009.

Alberta’s Action Plan will be submitted to the Federal government in December 2009.  
Once approval has been received and the project goes ahead, what will the reporting requirements be?

Reporting will consist of an end-of-year final statement of expenditures, along with an activity report at the end of each school year.  The reporting process will be repeated for each year until the project is completed.  Upon completion of the project, a project evaluation describing the degree to which targets were met and a final statement of expenditures for the total project will be required.  Reporting information and templates will be sent to all successful applicants upon approval of their proposal.
If you have any questions or require provide further information, please contact Vivian Abboud, Senior Manager, Official Languages in Education Programs, at 780-427-5538 (toll-free by first dialing 310-0000) or by e-mail at vivian.abboud@gov.ab.ca 
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