
r>� 

Excellence In Education 

•.(------­
4603 - 48 Street 
Stony Plain, AS, T7Z 2A8 
Tel: (780) 963-4010 
Fax: (780) 963-4169 
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21 October 2009 

Honourable Dave Hancock 
Minister of Education, Government House Leader 
Member of Executive Council 
Executive Branch 
224 Legislature Building 10800 - 97 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5K 2B6 

Dear Minister Hancock, 

On behalf of the Board and Senior Administration of Parkland School Division #70. I am 
pleased to be able to respond to your invitation to be a partner in the process of developing 
a new Education Act that will provide the framework for developing our Alberta 
Education system. We need a framework which will allow education and schooling to 
grow in new and more flexible directions to meet the needs of the 2] st century learner. 

In general, the Board agrees that the five foundational statements provide an appropriate 
framework for new legislation. On the attached chart r have, with the able assistance of our 
Superintendent, Mary Lynne Campbell, summarized our discussion on each statement in 
the hope that these comments will guide you in your task. 

The Distributed Decision-Making Model (attached) which Parkland School Division has 
employed for the past 16 years has enabled the robust, flexible, responsive learning 
environment that encourages success for every child. It is not to be confused with Site 
Based Decision-Making, which does not necessarily carry the same responsiveness or 
accountability. 

Having recently participated in one of the most amazing forums of my career, Inspiring 
Education. I hope that you and your government colleagues have the courage to change the 
current model and give our students the Alberta Advantage they will need to assure 
prosperity in the 21sl century. 

In conclusion, we applaud your leadership and will continue to support and assist you in 
any way we can. 

Sincerelv 

Richard Gilchrist 
Board Chair 
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c/� Board of Trustees 
Senior Executive 
The Honourable Doug Homer, Minister of Advanced Education and Training 
The Honourable Fred Lindsay, Solicitor General 
Heather Wellwood, President, ASBA 
Don Fleming, Presidenr, PSBAA 
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