
 

How can school jurisdictions use Aboriginal learner information? 
 
School jurisdictions can use Aboriginal learner information to determine effectiveness 
of initiatives for FNMI students, target programs to address student needs, identify 
promising practices, or to determine professional development needs for teachers. 
Ideally, school jurisdictions will collaborate with their local FNMI parents and 
communities to develop policies regarding use and reporting of this data. 
 
How are Learning Providers to submit the information to Alberta 
Education/Advanced Education?  
 
Information is to be provided to Alberta Education/Advanced Education by the 
various school authorities through the regular SIS submission of registrations made 
through the Edulink Program. For Post Secondary Institutions, the data will be 
collected through the normal enrolment data collection process using the Learner 
Enrolment Reporting System (LERS).  
There are four Aboriginal learner self-identification codes and one code for Federally 
funded First Nations students who live on reserve but attend a provincial school: 

• Code 331 Aboriginal Learner - Status Indian/First Nations 
• Code 332 Aboriginal Learner – Non Status Indian/First Nations 
• Code 333 Aboriginal Learner – Métis 
• Code 334 Aboriginal Learner – Inuit 
• Code 330 Federally-funded First Nations Students* 

*Status First Nations students living on reserve, who attend a provincial school off 
reserve, may choose to self-identify for data collection purposes, and may have two 
codes (both 331 and 330). Both these codes should be entered in SIS for these 
students.   
Please refer to the Section 1.9 of the Alberta Education Funding Manual for School 
Authorities for more information.  
http://www.education.gov.ab.ca/funding/FundingManual/pdf/1.9.pdf 
 
If a student answers the Aboriginal identity question on a registration form 
indicating that he/she is Aboriginal, will they always be counted as being 
Aboriginal?  
 
No. It is expected that parent or student will verify the Aboriginal identity question 
each year and every time the student is registered at a new school.  
 
School jurisdictions and learning providers are responsible to ensure that students and 
parents are provided opportunities to verify, update or change their declaration of 
Aboriginal identity each year. This may be done in a variety of ways, depending on 
jurisdiction procedures.  
 
  

For more information visit 
http://www.education.alberta.ca/teachers/fnmi/aldci.aspx or contact the Aboriginal 
Policy Branch, Alberta Education at 427-8501 or call toll free by dialing 310-0000. 

Information for Parents

 
 

Why does Alberta Education want to know if my child is Aboriginal?  
This information helps Alberta Education to learn more about Aboriginal student achievement and 
allocate funding to school boards and to participating accredited funded private schools to improve 
learning and success for Aboriginal Students. Self-identification is voluntary.  
 
How will my child benefit from answering the voluntary self-identification question? 
Knowing how Aboriginal students are doing in school will help us to understand what is working, where 
additional programs and supports are required, and what changes may be needed to improve the 
education system.  
 
Does this voluntary identity question apply to First Nations students attending a band operated 
school? 
No.  The ALDCI applies only to Aboriginal students attending schools off-reserve in Alberta. Federally 
funded First Nations students living on reserve, who attend a provincial school or a participating 
accredited funded private school off-reserve may choose to self-identify as Aboriginal for data collection 
purposes.  
 
How do I know if my child is First Nations, Non-Status, Métis or Inuit?  
Alberta Education does not seek to define Aboriginal identity. Aboriginal identity is best explored and 
determined by each individual family.   
 
Will anyone else (besides Alberta Education and necessary school personnel) know my children’s 
name, grade or marks?  
No. Alberta Education has ensured that individual learners cannot be identified. 
 
Will my child be treated differently if s/he identifies her/himself? 
No. Schools must ensure that all children are treated with respect. Your child’s personal information is 
managed and protected by Alberta’s privacy laws, the Freedom of Information and Protection of 
Privacy Act (FOIP Act), the Personal Information and Protection Act (PIPA), the  School Act and the 
Student Record Regulation.  
  
What will the school boards do with the extra funding?  
Provincial school boards and participating accredited funded private schools receive a funding allocation 
to provide supports for Aboriginal programs. School boards and participating accredited private schools 
will decide how best to spend these resources. Contact your school or school council for more details 
and/or to find out how you may get involved.


