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Government Response to Recommendations


	Recommendation
	Response

	Success for all students

	1. Alberta Education, in consultation with education stakeholders, review and address the alignment of the following with the goals of education and student learning outcomes as outlined in the Guide to Education Handbook – ECS to Grade 12:
· Emphasis on provincial assessments in school, jurisdiction, and provincial accountability relative to the full range of learning outcomes.

· Relevancy of achievement tests and diploma examinations to students’ cultural backgrounds and their learning needs and interests.

· Requirements for a high school diploma.
	Continuous Improvement in Education

Provincial Achievement Tests (PATs) and Diploma Examinations (DIPs) are one part of an overall approach to continuous improvement in our province’s education system. The Accountability Pillar informs us how the province, school authorities and schools are meeting their educational goals in a number of key areas. 

In addition to collecting data on student achievement from PATs and DIPs, the Accountability Pillar collects data on the quality of education from student, parent and teacher surveys. It also makes use of student outcome data such as drop out rates, high school completion rates and the number of Rutherford Scholarships awarded.

Alberta Education continues to work with its education partners to ensure Accountability Pillar measures continue to reflect the goals of education and student learning outcomes.   Examples of this work includes:

· Alberta Education is working with the Calgary Board of Education in the development and testing of potential measures that can be used in the Accountability Pillar for citizenship.

· In January 2007, Alberta Education surveyed superintendents to assess the level of support among jurisdictions to develop direct measures to complement or replace two of the survey measures (citizenship and broad program of studies) that are currently used in the Accountability Pillar.

· Alberta Education continues to seek input from representatives from school jurisdictions on the survey measures used in the Accountability Pillar.

Provincial Achievement Tests and Diploma Examinations

The province’s achievement tests and diploma examinations are aligned with Programs of Study, but cannot assess all learning outcomes.  Achievement tests and diploma examinations address 12 out of the 20 learning outcomes in the Guide to Education: ECS to Grade 12; however, Accountability Pillar measures address 19 of these learning outcomes overall. 

Teacher involvement in test development and marking processes ensure achievement tests and diploma examinations are relevant to students’ cultural backgrounds and their learning needs and interests.  All assessments are also field-tested on students representing a variety of backgrounds and abilities (from rural and urban schools, and small and large schools). 

A number of accommodations are available to students with special writing needs. 

Only the English Language Arts and Social Studies diploma examinations are a requirement for graduation.  As with all other diploma examinations, the examination mark counts for 50% of a student’s final mark, with the class mark accounting for the other 50%. 

In 2007, First Nations, Métis and Inuit (FNMI)-specific achievement results were sent for the first time to school jurisdictions through provincial and jurisdiction data on 2005/2006 Provincial Achievement Tests (grades 3, 6 and 9) – the first step in providing school jurisdictions with Accountability Pillar information on this student population.
Diploma Requirements

Graduation requirements for a high school diploma are not under review at this time. 

	2. Alberta Education improve relevancy of provincial curricula and sequencing of high school core courses to: 

· ensure that the learning needs, aspirations and interest of non-university bound students can be addressed effectively in school programs, and,

· encourage post secondary institutions to review and modify, if necessary, their entry requirements in Mathematics in particular to fit the level actually needed for success in the area of further study.
	Alberta Education is continuing to discuss entry requirements in Mathematics with post-secondary institutions.

Starting in the 2006/2007 school year, new career-focused courses in Grades 8 to 12 were introduced in Alberta schools. These courses were designed to keep students in school and better prepare them for the workforce or further education and training.

· English Knowledge and Employability courses (academic and occupational) were implemented in September 2006.

· French Knowledge and Employability courses (academic and occupational) will be implemented in September 2008. 

Print and digital resources have been authorized for each of these courses. 

These courses are distinctive, as they promote cross-curricular, community and workplace connections and prepare students to enter the workplace upon completing high school with employability and occupational skills that meet industry standards. Discussions with post-secondary institutions are ongoing to ensure recognition of Knowledge and Employability courses.

Alberta Education has also begun re-focusing the 22 strands of Career and Technology Studies (CTS) courses to align with the 9 National Occupation Classification (NOC) categories.  A conceptual framework, scope and sequence have been developed for trades, business and information and communication technology related courses. Work has also begun on health and human services related courses.

	3. The Minister of Education and school jurisdictions engage at-risk students in dialogue on topics that impact high school completion in their specific contexts.
	In May and June 2006, youth from across Alberta shared their views on high school completion through a series of 19 roundtables in 10 communities to help government better understand the reasons why some youth leave school early, and to find new solutions. While some youth roundtables had a cross-section of youth, others focused on a particular population such as Aboriginal and Francophone youth, as well as youth involved in English-as-a-Second Language (ESL) or special needs programming, and those involved in the criminal justice system.

Their feedback was used to inform the provincial High School Completion Symposium, held September 24 and 25, 2006 in Edmonton. The Symposium brought together approximately 570 youth, parents, teachers, principals, school counselors, school trustees and superintendents, along with representatives from business, post-secondary institutions and community organizations to gather input on how to improve high school completion rates. Two communities, High Level and Dunmore, joined in the Symposium using video-conferencing. 

Alberta Education is analyzing the input received during the Symposium and is working with stakeholders to identify and develop appropriate strategies and community-based solutions. These will be profiled in a provincial action plan on high school completion. 

	4. Alberta Education work together with stakeholders to identify and address all the constraints that restrict program offering and flexibility, including but not limited to the elements of the CEU funding model.
	Education Funding

The Renewed Funding Framework provides school jurisdictions with maximum flexibility to allocate funding according to local needs.  The Credit Enrolment Unit (CEU) funding model for high school students enhances program offering and flexibility for school boards. 

The Minister’s Advisory Committee on the Funding Framework is reviewing each of the funding formulas under the framework, including CEU funding, to ensure that the formulas are responsive to the current education needs of students and continues to provide funding equitably to school boards across the province.

In addition, Alberta Education is working with stakeholders through a number of different forums to gather input and recommendations from stakeholders, such as the Association of School Business Officials of Alberta (ASBOA) Issues Forum, the College of Alberta School Superintendents (CASS) Issues Forum and the Information Reporting Committee.  All of the recommendations from these forums are being considered. 

Francophone Funding Needs

The Fédération des conseils scolaires francophones de l’Alberta (Fédération) meets on a regular basis with Alberta Education to provide input on Francophone education funding needs.

In response to Francophone needs, Alberta Education has initiated ‘Francophone Equivalency Access’ (FEA) funding, currently $561 per eligible funded student, enabling Francophone Regional authorities to provide their students access to programming that is equivalent to that being offered by English-language schools in the community.

The Funding Manual for School Authorities contains a number of funding items that address Francophone Regional authority needs. These include FEA funding, small schools by necessity, urban transportation funding at 3.5 times the allocated rate, small board administration, Francisation and enhanced Francisation and Support Services for Immigrant Students. 

Other activities initiated by Alberta Education include:

· Providing a conditional grant of $200,000 to the Fédération in order to support the development of distance education/online courses in French with input from the Francophone regional authorities.  This amount is in addition to the $100,000 in ongoing yearly funding to support the administration of the provincial Francophone virtual school. 

· Supporting the establishment of a Francophone Provincial Professional Development Consortium (FPPDC) to address the unique professional development needs of teachers in the Francophone Regional authorities.  Alberta Education provides $173,000 in ongoing yearly funding to support the consortium beginning with the 2006/2007 school year.

· Supporting the establishment of a Francophone student health services delivery model to be managed by the Réseau provincial d’adaptation scolaire (Réseau). Alberta Education provides $260,000 in ongoing yearly funding for the provision of these services beginning with the 2006/2007 school year.  

	5. Alberta Education review and address the issues associated with the student funding framework utilized by Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC)  and subsequent tuition agreements as to how these impact the completion rates of First Nations high school students living on-reserve and attending provincial schools.  
	Ongoing discussions have been undertaken with INAC on the funding framework.  INAC is reviewing the national funding formula to ensure the learning needs of First Nations students are met.

	6. Alberta Education working with school jurisdictions review Outreach policy and effectiveness of the program in improving high school completion rates, the identification of any barriers in program funding and delivery, and the identification of opportunities for sharing promising practices.
	As of September 2006, 122 outreach programs are operating throughout the province, serving approximately 6,000 junior and senior high students at risk of not completing high school. 

A housekeeping change was made to the outreach policy in February 2007. For example, Alberta Education amended the Outreach Policy to address the school authority application deadline (March 31) and submissions to Alberta Education. Alberta Education also adjusted the Funding Manual for School Authorities and Guide to Education:  ECS to Grade 12 to reflect this change.

Alberta Education regularly monitors outreach programs to identify effective practices. These will be summarized and shared in the Outreach Program Handbook, currently under revision.  The department has also ensured that FNMI field employees are involved in outreach review teams in jurisdictions where outreach programs have significant FNMI populations. 

	7. Alberta Education provide additional funding to enable jurisdictions to offer early intervention programs for at-risk pre-school students as appropriate to their contextual needs.
	Early childhood is a particularly significant period in human development. Exploring options to provide children with access to early learning opportunities has also been identified by the Premier as one of Alberta Education’s top priorities. 

 The School Act states that a board or an approved school authority may provide an Early Childhood Services (ECS) program to a child who is younger than 6 years of age as of September 1. Under Alberta Education policy, children identified with disabilities/delays are eligible for up to three years of ECS programming, depending on age, severity of the disability/delay and its impact on the child’s learning and development.

ECS programs provide services to address the developmental needs of children before they enter Grade 1. In ECS programs, young children participate as active partners in learning, build a set of shared experiences and develop knowledge, skills and attitudes that prepare them for subsequent learning.

ECS operators, in cooperation with parents, staff and community services develop, implement and evaluate programs. Opportunities are provided for parents to be meaningfully involved in their children’s education.
There are a number of other government supports in place that support early intervention efforts:

· There are 45 Parent Link Centres across the province specifically designed to support young children between the ages of 0-6 and their families. They offer a range of services, including: play-based learning activities for children and parents; workshops and seminars on issues related to parenting and early childhood development; toy-lending and resource libraries; family counselling; and information about other resources in the community. 

· Alberta Health and Wellness recently announced pre-school developmental screening ($3 million per year over three years) for youngsters between18 months and 3 years of age.  The program will fund at least three demonstration projects to encourage innovative approaches to screen, assess and provide intervention to preschool children with learning and developmental delays.

Programs have been developed to address the needs of at-risk Aboriginal children, such as the Aboriginal Parent/Child Literacy Program and Aboriginal Parent Link Centres.

	8. Alberta Education provide an increase in funding for the identification of students and the provision of appropriate learning and other support interventions for those students identified with mild or moderate special needs.
	Alberta Education provides funding to school boards, private school operators, and charter school operators so they can deliver programs and services for students and children identified with special education needs. School jurisdictions also have the flexibility under the Renewed Funding Framework to allocate any of the funds they receive to address specific student needs. 

In July 2006, the Government of Alberta invested an additional $180 million in our education system, bringing total government support for education in the 2006/2007 fiscal year to almost $5.5 billion. 

· Per-student base instruction grant rates increased by 1% for a total increase of 4%. This increased the base instruction grant rate from $5,087 per student in 2005/2006 to $5,291 per student in the 2006/2007 school year. 

· A 4% increase to funding for severe disabilities to accommodate an increase in the number of students eligible for support. This is in addition to the 2% grant rate increase announced in Budget 2006 and provides all boards with a total 6% increase in funding this September for students with severe disabilities. 

· $2.5 million increase to extend ESL funding eligibility beyond the current five year funding cap. 

	9. Alberta Education work with school authorities to investigate, implement and share effective practices for improving the high school completion rates for First Nations, Métis and Inuit students including language and culture programs.
	Alberta Education has developed three related reports on “Promising Practices in FNMI Education”, which will be released later this spring.  Two of these reports are based on a School Community Learning Environment project. The third report is based on an in-depth study of two Alberta schools with significant Aboriginal populations.   

Alberta Education also continues to work with Aboriginal and other education stakeholders to implement the First Nations, Métis and Inuit (FNMI) Education Policy Framework (2002) according to priorities established by the FNMI Advisory Committee.

	10. Alberta Education work with stakeholders to research the learning, social and emotional needs of ESL students, especially those with low literacy levels in their first language, and review funding and programming flexibility to ensure school jurisdictions are able to address these needs.
	As part of the ESL Comprehensive Strategy, a literature review on ESL is being conducted by the University of Calgary on contract to Alberta Education.  The review includes specific research on students with low literacy levels (for example, FNMI students whose first language is other than English).  

The review will be completed by May 31, 2007 and will inform development work on ESL proficiency standards, to ensure that the needs of these students are recognized and provided for.  Reviewing funding and programming flexibility to meet the diverse range of ESL students will also occur as part of the comprehensive strategy.

	Classroom & school climate

	11. Alberta Education support the development of assessment instruments and strategies that measure directly and enable reporting of non-core subjects, lifelong learning, preparation for employment, and citizenship outcomes that are required in the Guide to Education Planning and Results Reporting and that are currently assessed indirectly through satisfaction surveys.
	Alberta Education is currently working with the Calgary Board of Education in the development and testing of potential measures that can be used in the Accountability Pillar for citizenship.

In January 2007, Alberta Education surveyed superintendents to assess their support on developing direct measures to complement or replace two of the survey measures (citizenship and broad program of studies) currently used in the Accountability Pillar.

Alberta Education has also engaged school jurisdictions in initial discussions on measures of success for FNMI learners as part of the 2005/2006 Alberta Education Results Report (AERR) discussions.

	12. Schools and school councils work together to assess, monitor and share effective practices for engaging the FNMI community, increasing FNMI parental and community involvement, and ensuring that FNMI parents and community members feel welcome.


	School councils are an important part of Alberta’s education system, ensuring parents, students, teachers and other community members have meaningful involvement in decisions affecting their schools. 

Alberta Education will share this recommendation with its education partners, such as the Alberta Home and School Councils Association (AHSCA), the Alberta School Boards Association (ASBA) and the College of Alberta Superintendents (CASS). Each of these organizations has an equally important role. For example, AHSCA is the provincial association for parents on school councils. 

FNMI parent and community engagement are areas that are addressed in the soon to be released “Promising Practices” reports noted in recommendation 9. 

The resource “Our Words our Ways” (2005) developed by FNMI Services Branch and Learning and Teaching Resources Branch provides information for schools for increasing FNMI parent and community involvement. 

	13. Schools and school councils work together to assess and monitor the extent to which school cultures are inclusive, celebrate diversity, equity and human rights, and demonstrate respect for differences in physical characteristics, mental ability, ethnicity, sexual orientation and gender identity.
	Alberta Education will share this recommendation with its education partners, such as the Alberta Home and School Councils Association (AHSCA), the Alberta School Boards Association (ASBA), the Fédération des conseils scolaires francophones de l’Alberta and the College of Alberta Superintendents (CASS). We will continue to work with all of our education partners to ensure that schools are safe and caring places for all of our students.

Alberta Education contracted the Alberta Home and School Councils’ Association to take the lead in developing the new Alberta School Council Resource Manual, launched September 2006.  The Manual was published in English and French and sent to all public, separate, Francophone and charter schools.  The manual includes the following information to support implementation of school councils:

· The role and responsibility of a school council includes striving to ensure that the diversity of the community is represented on school council.

· When recruiting for new members, school councils are asked to reach out to community members such as, religious leaders, political leaders, media representatives, retired people, elders from FNMI organizations and alumni, who may not normally be involved at their local school.
Alberta Initiative for School Improvement (AISI) Projects

Alberta Education supports school authorities in developing AISI Projects that address local needs.  Project guidelines support innovative projects developed by school authorities who are responsible for ensuring that the school community, including parents or school councils, is given an opportunity to be consulted in the planning process. 

The Alberta Regional Professional Development Consortia has worked with school authorities and educational partners to provide professional development programming in this area when it has been identified as a need.

	14. Alberta Education support school authorities in ensuring that each at-risk students have a least one adult in the school who knows them well and will support them in their learning.
	There are many examples of community organizations, businesses and individuals taking up the challenge and getting serious about keeping more students in school.  For example, in November 2006, government announced a partnership with two well-established youth organizations - Big Brothers Big Sisters Edmonton and Boys and Girls Clubs of Calgary - to match young students with mentors. Mentoring is also part of the role of FNMI School Community Liaison staff for many jurisdictions across the province.  

In 2005/2006 and 2006/2007, Alberta Education supported the development of a FNMI Community Liaison Program by Bow Valley College.  This program will provide training to FNMI school-community liaison staff to help support FNMI students.

Promising practices and research related to this work will also be shared this spring on the Alberta Education website as part of its work to increase the province’s high school completion rates. 

	15. Alberta Education, the ATA and school jurisdictions and community organizations work together to provide professional development opportunities for teachers and support staff to enable them to respond effectively to student diversity and the particular learning needs of FNMI students.
	Alberta Education requires school jurisdictions to consider professional development when planning AISI projects.  A minimum of 15 per cent of the funding for an AISI project must address professional development.  

The Alberta Regional Professional Development Consortia has worked with school authorities and educational partners to provide professional development programming in this area.  Specifically, the Northwest Regional Learning Consortium (as lead, working with other regional consortia) worked collaboratively with Alberta Education, education partners and stakeholders to develop a FNMI PD Resource.  The Calgary Regional Consortium has provided leadership for the FNMI educators’ “Learning Together for Success” conference in Calgary. 

Alberta Education has also provided support to the recently developed FNMI - ATA specialist council.

The department will also be inviting Education Directors from band schools to the CASS/Special Education Symposium in May 2007, and to ministry orientation sessions next fall. These events ensure participants are up-to-date on activities in special education.

	16. The Minister of Education work closely with the Minister of Advanced Education, the faculties of education, the FNMI communities, and the ATA to create and implement courses focused on FNMI perspectives within university education and baccalaureate.
	Alberta Education funded the development of a teacher preparation resource package, Histories, Cultures and Contemporary Issues of First Nations, Métis and Inuit Peoples of Alberta, for use in faculties of education.  The modules have been piloted in Alberta post-secondary institutions.

Each year, according to a Memorandum of Agreement signed in January 2004, the Deputy Minister of Alberta Education meets with teacher preparation institutions and teacher employer organizations to share updates and discuss progress made in teacher training and certification in Alberta (see recommendation 17 for details about meeting held in November 2006). Participants include FNMI education stakeholders, Advanced Education staff representatives and deans of education from post-secondary institutions, including First Nations colleges.

	17. Alberta Education and stakeholders such as school jurisdictions and the ATA encourage secondments and teacher exchanges between FNMI teachers and counsellors from reserve and settlement schools with teachers in public and separate schools to provide rich learning and professional development experiences.
	In November 2006, the Deputy Minister of Alberta Education held a meeting to discuss addressing FNMI issues in teacher preparation, including topics related to professional development.  Participants included FNMI education stakeholders, Advanced Education staff representatives and deans of education from post-secondary institutions, including First Nations colleges.



	Career information & planning

	18. Alberta Education:

· ensure that curriculum and funding are available for schools to work with students to come to know themselves (abilities and interests) and engage in meaningful and timely career development planning with staff which may include trained career counsellors and,

· work with other government departments and industry to expand the range of credentialed occupations.
	Government has developed a discussion paper called Connecting Learning and Work: Alberta’s Career Development Strategy, led by the ministries of Education, Advanced Education and Technology, and Employment, Immigration and Industry. This initiative is intended to help students and adults discover their passions and how to effectively pursue that passion throughout their education and work life. Stakeholders will have the opportunity to respond to the discussion paper and strategy in spring 2007.

A number of career development pilot projects that include partnerships between secondary and post-secondary stakeholders are being supported by this initiative.

	19. The Minister of Education work with the Minister of Advanced Education to ensure entry requirements for apprenticeship programs are clearly articulated with high school programs, especially programs such as those comprised primarily of Integrated Occupational courses (Knowledge and Employability courses).
	Knowledge and Employability courses were implemented in September 2006 in English, and will be implemented in September 2008 in French. These courses help students develop their academic and occupational skills and abilities to a standard determined by the workplace to be necessary for success. Practical applications of these skills are promoted through on- and off-campus experiences and/or community partnerships.

As part of the refocusing of Career and Technology Studies (CTS) courses, ongoing consultations are occurring with the trades, industry and other government departments to ensure course alignment.  Individual Learning Modules (ILMs) (developed by Alberta Advanced Education and Technology with apprenticeship training providers) are also being authorized as learning resources for CTS courses.

	Providing student supports

	20. Alberta Education provide jurisdictions with non-enveloped, upfront financial support in addition to CEU funding to assist in addressing the needs of at-risk secondary students for the 2006/2007 school year.
	Alberta Education currently provides funding to school boards to address the needs of students at risk of not completing high school through various allocations including:  funding for students in outreach programs, funding for students with special education needs, funding for ESL students, funding for FNMI students, funding for students who are socially or economically disadvantaged, funding for high school refugee students, Enhanced ESL funding for immigrant students, and funding for students in institutional programs.

In addition, school jurisdictions have the flexibility under the Renewed Funding Framework to allocate any of the funds they receive to address specific student needs.

	21. Alberta Education work with cross-ministry partners to conduct a provincial review to evaluate whether the Student Health Initiative integrated services model is effective in providing coordinated services to students and families and to share promising practises to address student supports needed to improve high school completion. 
	Alberta Education will be considering this recommendation when developing the provincial action plan to increase the province’s high school completion rates.

In March 2007, Alberta Education conducted a provincial environmental scan of existing policies, programs and services at the school authority and health authority level to share promising practices related to school health promotion, support actions within the Healthy Alberta School Communities strategy and improve student health and learning outcomes.

	22. Alberta Education ensure that there is additional funding to support guidance counselling services and to coordinate the delivery of multi-agency and school-based services including exit interviews of students leaving school.
	Alberta Education is currently reviewing policy and, as part of that review, will be investigating supports.  



	Research & ongoing improvement

	23. Alberta Education provide ongoing funding for AISI and for those specific to high school completion:

· extend the project time frame to 5 years 

· provide school authorities with data specific to the context of the research, and

· determine those projects that have the greatest potential to increase completion and provide financial support for the ongoing implement of these strategies within relevant contexts.
	Numerous AISI projects address high school completion.  Alberta Education analyses AISI projects and shares promising practices on the AISI website, as well as highlighting projects at the annual AISI Conference.  

Alberta Education also has contracts with three Alberta Universities to develop extensive research reviews of major themes addressed in AISI projects.  For example, the University of Lethbridge has been contracted to write a research article on high school completion by the end of December 2007.  The article, based on AISI Project results, will include promising practices and strategies to assist school authorities in increasing high school completion rates. 

	24. As a part of the Alberta Government policy development process with key stakeholders, departments take into consideration the effect of existing and proposed policy on high school completion.


	Alberta Education will be considering this recommendation when developing the provincial action plan to increase the province’s high school completion rates.



	25. The Government of Alberta investigate the potential impacts of increasing high school completion through amending the School Act to reflect that students attend school until they complete high school or reach the age of 18 years.
	An analysis of the impact of raising the compulsory education age to 17 was completed by Alberta Education, including similar legislated changes in Ontario and New Brunswick.  This research has demonstrated that more in-depth research needs to be conducted to address the potential impacts that raising the compulsory education age may have on supports at both the local and provincial levels to support students, families and school authorities to improve school attendance and address the problem of truancy.
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