High School
Social Studies
Needs Assessment Report

September 2002







High School Social Studies
Needs Assessment Report

September 2002



ALBERTA LEARNING CATALOGUING IN PUBLICATION DATA

Alberta. Alberta Learning. Curriculum Branch.
High school social studies needs assessment report.

ISBN 0-7785-2542-2
1. Social studies - Study and teaching (Secondary) - Alberta. 1. Title.

H69.A333 2002 300.7

For more information, contact

Alberta Learning

Curriculum Branch

6™ Floor, East Devonian Building

11160 Jasper Avenue

Edmonton, AB T5K OL2

Telephone: 780-427-2984 in Edmonton or

to be connected toll-free inside Alberta, dial 310-0000
Fax: 780-422-3745

The primary intended audience for this document is:

Students

Teachers

ANAN

Administrators (principals,
superintendents)

Parents

General Public v

Others

Copyright ©2002, the Crown in Right of Alberta, as represented by the Minister of Learning. Alberta Learning,

Curriculum Branch, 11160 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, T5K OL2.

Every effort has been made to provide proper acknowledgement of original sources. If cases are identified where
this has not been done, please notify Alberta Learning so appropriate corrective action can be taken.

Permission is given by the copyright owner for any person to reproduce this document, or any part thereof, for
educational purposes and on a nonprofit basis, except for those parts for which Alberta Learning does not hold

copyright.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Section ONe: EXECULIVE SUMMANY ....ccoiiiiiiieiiiiieeeeiieeeeesieeeeessseeeessssseeeessnsseeessssseessssnsees 1
Section Two: Foundational Elements of the New Program ...........ccccoceeeiiiieecccciiee e, 5
Section Three: Overview of the Needs ASSeSSMent ProCess ..........cccoceeerueeenieenieeennnn 7
Section Four: Summary of Scaled-response Data and Recommendations

(QuestioNNAIre ItEMS 1—20) ....cccoiiiiieeiiiiiee e e e e e e e e s s ee e e s nbeeeessneeeeeanns 11
Section Five: Content Theme Rankings (Items 21—44) ........ccccovveeiiiiee i 53
Chapter Six: Content Theme Suggestions (ItemM 45) .........oooiieiiiiiiie e 63
Section Seven: Recommended Knowledge Outcomes (Item 46) .........cccoceeeeeeeiiiicnnnnen. 65
Section Eight: Recommended Skill Outcomes (Item 46) ..........ccccceeiiiiieeiniee e 67
Section Nine: Recommended Attitude Outcomes (Item 46) ........cccocceeeeiiiiieeeeniiiee e 69
Section Ten: Strengths of the Existing Program and Their Compatibility with the

NEW VISION (ILEIM A7) ..eeiieieee et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s seannraeeeeaeeas 71
Section Eleven: Two Course Sequences (Item 48) ........cccoviieiiieiiie e 73
Section Twelve: General Recommendations for Development of the New High

School Social Studies Program (It€m 49) ........c.eeeeiiiiiie e 75
Section Thirteen: Aboriginal Consultation SESSIONS ..........cceeoviiiieeiiiiie e 77
Section Fourteen: Francophone Consultation SESSIONS ........ccccevcvveveeiiiieeeeiiiiee e 79
Section Fifteen: Feedback from Consultations with Post-secondary Educators............. 81
Appendix 1: Program UPCALE .........c.cooiiiiiiiiiiiie et 83
Appendix 2: Senior High Social Studies QUESLIONNAIIE ..........cccceeeeeeeiiiiiciiieee e, 85
Appendix 3: French-language Version of the Senior High Social Studies Questionnaire 91
Appendix 4: Adapted Questionnaire Used in Aboriginal Consultations ...............cccceeenn. 99
Appendix 5: List of Participating High Schools, School Divisions, Institutions and

ASSOCIALIONS .....eieaeeeeite ettt ettt b e b e bt et e sae e e bt e s be e e b e e s nn e e r e e nnenre e 107
Appendix 6: Respondents’ Representative Comments on Items 1-20 ..........cccceeveeeneeen. 109
Appendix 7: Respondents’ Content Theme Suggestions (Item 45) .......ccccoccveveviiieennnns 139
Appendix 8: Knowledge Outcomes Recommended by Respondents (Item 46) ............. 141
Appendix 9: Skill Outcomes Recommended by Respondents (ltem 46) ............ccceeeennee 145
Appendix 10: Attitude Outcomes Recommended by Respondents (Item 46) ................. 149
Appendix 11: Representative Comments on the Strengths of the Existing Program

and Their Compatibility with the New Vision (Item 47) ..o 153
Appendix 12: Representative Comments on the Program Purpose and Program

Expectations of the Two Course Sequences (Item 48) .......ccccooceeiiiiiiieenniee e 155
Appendix 13: Respondents’ General Recommendations for Development of the New

High School Social Studies Program (Item 49) .........ccccoiiieeie e, 161
Appendix 14: Aboriginal Consultation Sessions—Representative Comments ............... 167
Appendix 15: Francophone Consultation Sessions—Representative Comments .......... 171
Appendix 16: Post-secondary Consultation Sessions—Representative Comments ...... 175
Table of Contents High School Social Studies Needs Assessment Report fiii

©Alberta Learning, Alberta, Canada (September 2002)



ivi High School Social Studies Needs Assessment Report
(September 2002) ©Alberta Learning, Alberta, Canada



