OECD - Education at a Glance, 2007 – Key findings

1. Educational attainment among adult population of OECD countries continues to grow. In 22 OECD countries, the proportion of 25-34 year-olds who have completed upper secondary education ranges from 73% to 97 % (over 90% in Canada). This is, on average, 13% higher than among the 45-54 year-olds.

2. In countries with high levels of educational attainment (such as Canada) educational attainment differences between age groups are not as pronounced.

3. Increasing supply of well-educated people has not had negative impacts on their labour market situation (in terms of unemployment level or wages relative to those with lower levels of educational attainment).

4. High school graduation rates (among people at the typical age of graduation) range from 100% Greece and Germany, and well over 90% in Finland, Japan, Korea and Norway, to 40% in Mexico and 50% in Turkey. 

5. Females are more likely than males to complete upper secondary education in almost all OECD countries.

6. The proportion of 15 year-olds expecting to complete some form of post-secondary education varies from 21% (Germany) to 95% (Korea) and stands at 85% in Canada. 

7. The Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) results show a link between students’ performance in mathematics and literacy and their post-secondary expectations. 

8. In 2/3 of the OCED countries (including Canada) 15 year-old females are more likely than males to expect to complete university education.

9. Immigrant students are more likely to expect to complete post-secondary education than native born students.

10. Among school-related factors, disciplinary climate has the most impact on students’ PISA performance. 

11. Canada and Australia are the only two countries in which immigrant students perform on par with native born students on PISA assessments. 

12. Educational attainment has significant impact on labour market performance. Employment rates among those with post-secondary credentials are approximately 20 percentage points higher than among those with less than high school education. Similarly, earnings of those with university education were ate least 50% higher than those with less than high school education in all OECD countries.

13. OECD countries spend on average US$ 81,500 per student over the theoretical duration of primary and secondary schooling.

14. There is no apparent link between per student expenditure and students’ performance on PISA tests.

15. Expenditure on a per-student basis increased in all OECD countries between 1995 and 2005. The rate of increase raged between less than 10% in Germany, Italy, Switzerland and Israel to143% in Turkey (no data for Canada).

16. OECD countries spend on average over 6% of their GDP on educational institutions at all levels of education (no data for Canada). This ratio declined in most countries between 1995 and 2004 indicating that expenditure on education did not keep up with the rate of economic growth. Expenditure on primary and secondary education amount to an average of 3.8% of the GDP.
17. Despite the increases in public funding for education, private expenditures on education are growing even faster. While this phenomenon is mostly visible at the post-secondary level, there was a small increase in the share of private funding for primary and secondary education on 2/3 of the OECD countries.

18. Current expenditure (mostly salaries) accounts for over 90% of all expenditure on education. Less than 10% is spent on capital expenditure.

19. In most OECD countries, virtually all young people have access to at least 12 years of formal education.

20. In more than half of the OECD countries, 70% of children aged 3 to 4 are enrolled in pre-primary or primary programs. This proportion is even higher in the European member states of the OECD (76%).

21. Over 80% of 15-19 year-olds in OECD countries are enrolled in education. This proportion is slightly lower in Canada, where no progress has been made since 1995.

22. An average 15 year-old in an OECD country can expect to continue formal education for about 6.7 years. 

23. Students in the OECD countries are expected to receive, on average, 6,900 hours of instruction between ages 7 and 14. Those between the ages of 7 and 8 will receive 1,590 hours, those between ages 9  and 11 will receive 2,520 hours, and those between ages 12 and 14 will receive 2.790 hours of instruction.

24. The number of hours of instruction does not appear to be strongly associated with how students perform on PISA tests. For example, students in Finland are among the top performers, but the number of instruction hours is lower than in any other jurisdiction. On the other hand, students in Italy have the highest number of instruction hours, but their PISA performance is below the OECD average.
25. Average student-teacher ration in OECD declines from 17:1 in primary education, to 13:1 in lower secondary education, and 12:1 in upper secondary education (data for Canada is not available).

26. Teachers’ salaries have rise in real terms (after inflation) between 1996 and 2005 in almost all OECD countries. They range from US$ 16,000 in Hungary to US$ 88,000 in Luxembourg. Upper secondary teachers’ salaries per hour of teaching exceed those of primary teacher by an average of 42%. Salaries at top of the scale are on average 70% higher than starting salaries. Salaries of teachers with 15 years of teaching experience in the vast majority of the OECD countries are higher than GDP per capita.
27. On average, one in six teachers works on a part-time basis. This proportion is significantly higher in Germany, Norway and Sweden where more than 1/3 teachers work part time, and reaches 50% in the Netherlands.

28. The average number of hours a teacher is expected to teach in a give school year ranges from 803 hours in primary schools, 707 hours in lower secondary schools,  and 664 hours in upper secondary schools. 

29. Student assessment and school accountability are increasingly common in the OECD countries. Periodic national assessments of students are used in 2/3 of the OECD countries. Similarly, 2/3 of the OECD countries use school inspections to assess performance of schools. Many OECD countries also mandate school self-evaluation. 

30. Almost all countries that evaluate schools make the results of such evaluations public (although in some cases information is only made available to parents, but not to the general public).

