Biography of Dr. Barb Laderoute
I am a Cree Métis and am a member of the Gift Lake Métis Settlement. I am a researcher; an educational consultant; have worked as a school principal and sat on numerous committees for work in English as a Second Language and am currently self-employed and work from a home based business. I have been working extensively in the field of elementary education for most of my career.  I completed my doctorate in Elementary education in 2005 and my dissertation is titled: “Nîhiyaw Awasak: Validating Cree Literacies.”  I was honored with a two year national research award by the Social Sciences Humanities Research Grant committee as well as the Andrew Steward Memorial Prize by the University of Alberta for research which could be recognized internationally. I have presenting my work to the international community at the Third International Speech, Writing and Context Conference at the University of Alberta in August of 2006.  I am breaking new ground as a researcher and I have redefined literacy for my dissertation work which allows us to recognize different forms of literacy from the Indigenous community. I am pursuing publication of my dissertation work. 

