Biography of Dr. Sharon Matthias, Matthias Inc: Designing the Future
Sharon’s perspectives on partnership and knowledge mobilization emerge from her experience in senior public policy development and implementation, supporting multisector and multijurisdictional collaboration for public sector innovation, and helping organizations build capacity for using evidence to inform policy, practice and management decision making.  

Her public service experience includes Assistant Deputy Minister, Health and Regional Social Services, Yukon as well as experience in occupational health and safety and forensic toxicology.  Her work with SEARCH Canada supports the organization’s aim to ‘hardwire’ partnership between practice, academic and funding sectors towards creating knowledge cultures.  Her experience in Canada’s social diversity includes projects aimed at improving services for First Nations and Aboriginal people, persons with disabilities, chronic mental illness, Canadians born elsewhere and Alberta provincial populations.  Her support to a First Nation, federal and provincial health region collaboration included the foundation stage of a transcultural knowledge brokering project.

Her involvement in macro public policy includes serving as a member of the Provincial Health Council of Alberta, established to bring a citizen’s view to assessing progress of health reform (1994-98), the Alberta Advanced Education Minister’s Steering Committee for a Learning Alberta and the Yukon Provincial/Territorial Representative on the Canadian contingent  to the 1992 World Health Assembly.  
Sharon provides management and policy consulting services in purposeful public sector innovation to provincial and First Nations governments, regional authorities and not for profit organizations through her firm, Matthias Inc: Designing the Future.  She is the Lead Faculty for the Using Evidence in Context theme and a senior consultant for SEARCH Canada.   Sharon holds a M.Sc. (Pharmaceutical Chemistry) and an M.B.A, as well maintaining self-directed learning on a range of topics associated with a complexity approach to public administration and leadership.   Her personal research focuses on practical approaches to designing public sector systems that positively influence quality of life of citizens, community vitality, and progress of society.
