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	Career and Technology Studies (CTS) Equipment Evergreening and Enhancement Funding Reporting Requirements
revised March 2009


BACKGROUND

Alberta Education is currently revising the CTS program to offer relevant learning opportunities to inspire students’ interests and passions with connections to business, industry and post-secondary.  The multi-faceted CTS Initiative includes development of the revised curriculum and resources (print, digital, on-line courses).  To support the implementation of the revised program, government has committed $36 million over the 2008-2009, 2009-2010 and 2010-2011 school years for the evergreening and enhancement of CTS equipment.  

FUNDING CRITERIA

Our schools need to be equipped to provide career exploration and training opportunities through CTS that are relevant to today’s economic environment.  It is recognized that school jurisdictions are at different stages of the CTS equipment evergreening and enhancement cycle.  In keeping with the principles of the Renewed Funding Framework, jurisdictions will have flexibility in determining how best to allocate these funds at the local level to support implementation of the revised CTS program.  Existing labs may require evergreening of existing equipment or may require enhancement of equipment to support delivery of the revised program.  For example, an under-used cosmetology lab may be evergreened to attract more students, or may be enhanced to deliver Sports Medicine or Child Care pathways.   
It is intended that the funding be used for:  

· Equipment and tools purchases/leases/insurance and deployment/maintenance; 

· Minor facility upgrades necessary for new equipment (e.g. wiring, ventilation); 

· Technical support and installation

Funding was allocated to school jurisdictions, charter schools and Francophone authorities that have students in grades 10, 11 or 12.  Eligible boards received a base amount of $60,000 plus a per student rate of $57 for each student in grades 10 to 12.  Eligible boards were advised of their total three-year funding allocation prior to the end of June 2008 and will receive their annual allocations in September of 2008, 2009 and 2010.

REPORTING

Reporting of board spending on CTS Equipment Evergreening and Enhancement Funding will be submitted to Field Services Zone Director’s Offices. The reporting form may be found in the Funding Manual for School Authorities 2009-2010 (http://education.alberta.ca/admin/funding/manual.aspx). Each eligible school jurisdiction, Francophone authority and charter school is expected to submit a completed report by June 30, 2009 in order to receive their 2009-2010 allotment.
Frequently Asked Questions.  
Q:
Is this flexible funding?

A:  
It is recognized that school jurisdictions will be at different stages of their CTS evergreening and enhancement cycle.  Therefore, in keeping with the principles of the Renewed Funding Framework, jurisdictions will have flexibility in determining how best to allocate these funds at the local level.  Boards must, however, report their spending in the CTS Equipment Evergreening Report available in the Funding Manual for School Authorities on the Education website at (http://education.alberta.ca/admin/funding/manual.aspx).
Q:
How will the funding be allocated?

A:
Each school jurisdiction, charter school and Francophone authority that has students in grades 10, 11 or 12 received a base amount of $60,000.  The balance of the funding was allocated on a per student basis at a rate of $57 per student for each student in grades 10 to 12.  

Q:
Why are the funding allocations in future years not being adjusted for enrolment changes?

A:
The funding for this initiative is capped at $12 million per year.  Advising boards of their total three-year funding allocation allows them to develop realistic plans with the certainty of knowing the total funding available to them over three years.  

Q:
When will jurisdictions receive this funding?

A:
Jurisdictions were advised of their total three-year allocation prior to the end of June 2008.  Jurisdictions will receive their annual allocations in September of 2008, 2009 and 2010 pending receipt of completed reports.
Q:
What are the reporting requirements relative to this funding?

A:  
A plan was submitted to the Zone Directors by December 31, 2008 (addendum to 2008-2011 Three-Year Education Plan). Subsequent reporting on board spending and projected spending is to be included on the CTS Equipment Evergreening Report and submitted to the Field Services Zone Director’s Office by June 30, 2009 and June 30, 2010.
Q:  
Is this $36 million CTS equipment enhancement funding different from the $79 million to enhance student’s career pathways that was announced on April 29, 2008?

A:
The $36 million is included as part of the $79 million to evergreen and enhance CTS equipment.

Q:  
Why is this funding provided by allocation rather than the previous proposal model in which smaller jurisdictions could receive $300,000?

A:
The $14.5 million in funding previously announced was one-time funding.  The additional $36 million is in addition to that funding and will allow for three-year planning for each of the eligible school authorities. 

Q:
What is the three-year CTS equipment funding to be used for?

A:  
The on-going CTS equipment funding must be used for:
· Equipment and tools purchases/leases/insurance and deployment/maintenance; 

· Minor facility upgrades necessary for new equipment (e.g. wiring, ventilation); 

· Technical support and installation

ALBERTA EDUCATION CONTACTS

For inquires, please contact the following individuals:

Terry Wendel, Director, Zone 1 Services

E-mail: 
Terry.Wendel@gov.ab.ca 
Phone:
    (780) 427-5393

David Woloshyn, (Acting) Director, Zone 2/3 Services

E-mail: 
David.Woloshyn@gov.ab.ca 
Phone:
    (780) 427-5382
Doug Coffin, Director, Zone 4 Services

E-mail: 
Doug.Coffin@gov.ab.ca
Phone:
    (780) 427-0929
David Woloshyn, Director, Zone 5 Services

E-mail: 
David.Woloshyn@gov.ab.ca 
Phone:
    (780) 427-5382

Ron Taylor, Director, Zone 6 Services

E-mail: 
Ron.Taylor@gov.ab.ca 
Phone:
    (403) 297-5021
Corrinna Burdek, Team Lead, CTS/Career/Off-campus/Wellness/Healthy Schools
E-mail: 
Corrinna.Burdek@gov.ab.ca
Phone:
(780) 644-2960
Pat Cox, CTS Project Lead, Facilities and Equipment

E-mail: 
Pat.Cox@gov.ab.ca 
Phone:
(780) 415-5854

Brad Smith, CTS Project Lead, Funding

E-mail:  
BSmith@gov.ab.ca  

Phone:
(780) 422-0920
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