








Employer Satisfaction

Rationale

* Employer satisfaction is an indicator that the
K — 12 education system helps students develop
employability skills to enable them to enter the
workforce and contribute to Alberta’s economy.

Target
* No target was set for 2007/2008 (there was

insufficient data).

Discussion

* Results of the 2007/2008 biennial employer
satisfaction survey indicated 67% of employers
were satisfied with the skills and quality of work
of the recent Alberta high school graduates they

hired. The level of satisfaction has decreased since

2005/2006.

* Young people who enter the labour force directly
from high school are likely to be less mature, have
less work experience and fewer job-specific skills
than older workers and post-secondary graduates.

* The high demand for labour in Alberta’s strong

economy may be a factor in the lower satisfaction

level in 2007/2008. In the most recent employer
survey, 32% of respondents indicated they had
hired recent high school graduates, while in
previous surveys that percentage ranged from
23% to 25%. This increase suggests that more

employers are hiring individuals with lower levels

of skill or experience.

* To help prepare students to enter the workforce,
basic employability skills, such as punctuality,
working with others, critical thinking, analysis
and communication are included in all courses

and specific courses are provided, such as Career

and Technology Studies and Knowledge and

Employability, which focus on career preparation

skills. Work experience courses and the
Registered Apprenticeship Program also enable

many students to gain skills and experience in
the workplace while in high school. As well, the
Career and Life Management course is a high
school graduation requirement.

Employer Satisfaction with the Skills and Quality of
Work of their Employees who are Recent High School
Graduates

100% -
80% 1
60% 4
40% -

20% -

0%

2005/06 2007/08

Source: R.A. Malatest & Associates — 2006, CCl Research Inc. — 2008

Notes
e Results for both 2005/2006 and 2007/2008 are based on the

question, “Thinking about the recent high school graduates from
Alberta’s learning system you have working for your company,
please rate your OVERALL level of satisfaction with their skills and
quality of work. Using a scale from one to four where one is ‘very
satisfied’ and four is 'very dissatisfied,” what is your overall level of
satisfaction with high school graduates?”

See Endnote A, pages 78-79 for information on surveys
conducted for Alberta Education.
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Performance Measures (continued)

Safe and Caring Schools Overall Agreement of Students, Parents, Teachers
and School Board Members that Students are Safe
at School, are Learning the Importance of Caring

Rationale . ) . . for Others, are Learning Respect for Others and are
* A safe and caring learning environment is Treated Fairly
fundamental to facilitating student learning.
100% - o Target
. 91 92 92 9 92%
arget
* The target of 92% was met (the result is within 80%
5% of the target).
60% ~
Discussion
*  Overall results have been very high and stable over 0%
;]
time.
* In 2007/2008, 91% of students, parents, teachers 20% 1
and school board members agreed that students
are safe at school, are learning the importance of .
caring for others, are learning respect for others : 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08

and are treated fairly at school.

* The overall agreement levels and the levels for (in percentages)

each respondent group have been consistently Respondent Group 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08
high. High School Students 92 94 93 93 92
*  While high, results for parents have been slightly Parents (ECS - 12) 87 87 88 87 87
lower than results for the other respondent groups Teachers 92 92 93 93 93
each year. School Board Members 93 94 95 94 93
Overall 91 92 92 92 91

Source: Alberta Education: CCl Research Inc.: 2004 — 2007; R.A. Malatest &
Associates Ltd.: 2008.

Notes

e For all respondent groups, percentages reported are averages of
agreement levels that:

- students feel safe at school

- students feel safe on the way to and from school
- students treat each other well at school

- teachers care about their students

- students are treated fairly by adults at school.

® In 2003/2004, school board members included elected trustees
and superintendents, while in subsequent years, only trustees were
included.

e Overall agreement rates are the average of agreement rates for
each respondent group. See Endnote B, page 81, for information on
averaging results within and across respondent groups.

e See Endnote A, pages 78-79, for information on surveys conducted
for Alberta Education.

® See Endnote B, page 80, for information on assessing results relative
to targets.
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Students at Risk

Rationale

* The dropout rate is an indicator of how
well the needs of students at risk of not
completing high school are being addressed
by the K — 12 education system.

Target
* The target of 4.9% was met (the result is
within 5% of the target).

Discussion

* In 2006/2007, 5% of students aged 14-18
dropped out of school. Although there was
an increase over the previous year, results
over time have declined.

*  Dropping out of school may be a temporary
interruption of a student’s education. Of the
students who dropped out in 2005/2006,
more than 21.3% resumed their education
in 2006/2007. The returning rate has been

relatively constant over time.

*  Some students who do not complete high
school in the basic education system are likely
to do so as young adults in the advanced
education system.

Annual Dropout Rates of Students Aged 14-18

20% -
15%4
ol w B3 4y 4 so o
O%:

2002/03 ‘2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07

Source: Alberta Education
Notes

* The most recent results are for 2006/2007 as the data for this
measure lag a year.

e Students aged 14-18 who, in the following year, are not enrolled
in school (a K= 12 school, an Alberta post-secondary institution
or apprenticeship program) and have not completed high school
are included in the annual dropout rate. For example, students
aged 14-18 in 2005/2006 were tracked for one year. Those who
were not enrolled and had not completed are included in the
2006/2007 dropout rate.

® An adjustment for attrition, e.g., moving out of province, has
been applied in calculating the dropout rate using estimates
from Statistics Canada.

e See Endnote B, page 80, for information on assessing results
relative to targets.

e See Endnote C, Annual Dropout Rate of Students Aged 14-18,
page 82.
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Performance Measures (continued)
High School Completion

Rationale

* High school completion is important for entry to
the labour force and post-secondary programs. The
five-year rate recognizes that it may take more time
for some students to finish high school.

* High school completion includes students who
enter an Alberta post-secondary institution or an
apprenticeship program within five years of entering
Grade 10, as well as those who earn a high school
diploma. This acknowledges that students have
completed the high school courses they need to
continue their education in a post-secondary program.

Target
* The target of 78% was met. (The target was set
when the latest available result was 77.4%).

Discussion

+ In 2006/2007, 79.5% of students completed high
school within five years of entering Grade 10. The
five-year rate continues to increase each year, up from
about 75% in 2002/2003.

¢ The three-year rate also has increased over time, from
about 65% in 2000/2001 to 71% in 2006/2007.

* These increases reflect greater awareness of the
importance of high school completion for students’
future success.

¢ Improving the high school completion rate continues
to be a priority for the Alberta government. Efforts
are underway within the Ministry and in schools
throughout the province to enable more students to

complete high school.

* Increases in high school completion rates indicate
that Alberta’s strong economy is not deterring most
students from completing school.

* Recent survey results indicate that many high school
students are attracted into the workforce, but not at the
expense of their education. The percentage of Alberta
high school students who report being employed
has increased from 46% in 2002/2003 to 57% in
2006/2007. Over this same period, the percentage of
employed students who report they work more than
20 hours a week declined from 25% to 16%.
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* In addition, some students who do not complete
high school in the K-12 education system do so as
young adults in the adult learning system. In 2007,
91% of Albertans aged 25-34 reported that they had
completed high school. This result is similar to the
Canadian average.

High School Completion Rate of Students within
Five Years of Entering Grade 10

100% T
80% 1 752 75.5 77.4 78.6 95
60% 1
40% 1
20% |

0% |

2002/03 ~ 2003/04  2004/05  2005/06  2006/07

Comepletion Year

Percentages of Students who Completed High School
within Three and Five Years of Entering Grade 10

Grade 10 Year 3 Year Rate / Year 5 Year Rate / Year

1998/99 65.1 2000/01 75.2  2002/03
1999/00 65.6  2001/02 75.5 2003/04
2000/01 67.8 2002/03 77.4  2004/05
2001/02 69.3  2003/04 78.6  2005/06
2002/03 70.4  2004/05 79.5 2006/07
2003/04 70.4 2005/06 —

2004/05 71.0 2006/07 —

Source: Alberta Education

Notes

e The most recent results are for 2006/2007 as the data for this measure
lag a year.

¢ Included in the calculation of high school completion rates is an
adjustment for attrition, e.g., moving out of province, using Statistics
Canada estimates.

e Approximately 2.3% of students are still in school after the fifth year and
may complete in a subsequent year.

e The three-year rate is the high school completion accountability
measure used to evaluate school jurisdictions.

Of the students who complete high school in five years, most (over 88%
in 2006/2007) complete in three years. This makes the three-year rate a
reliable predictor of the five-year rate in subsequent years. Projections
indicate the five-year rate is likely to continue to increase slightly over
the next few years.

e See Endnote C, High School Completion Rates, page 82.

Target
78%



GOAL 2:

Excellence in Student Learning Outcomes

Outcomes

Students demonstrate high
standards

What it means

The Ministry strives to achieve excellence in learning outcomes by
supporting students in their quest for success. This support is provided
through flexible programming options designed to address the diversity
of student needs, as well as through effective implementation of
provincial and school-based student assessment. Excellence in learning
outcomes means that all students are well prepared for lifelong learning,
work and citizenship and have the skills and knowledge to be successful.
In 2007/2008 Alberta Education continued to pursue strategies to
achieve the outcomes identified for Goal 2:

* Students demonstrate high standards

* Students are well prepared for lifelong learning
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* Students are well prepared for employment

* Students model the characteristics of active citizenship.

The key accomplishments for each outcome in Goal 2 are provided
below and reflect the implementation of strategies in the 2007 — 2010

¢ g0

business plan.

Key Accomplishments

National and International Test Results

Alberta participates in national and international student assessments
in order to know how well Alberta students perform compared to other
provinces and countries. National and international test results continue
to indicate that Alberta students perform very well relative to students
elsewhere:

* on the 2007 Pan-Canadian Assessment Program tests, Alberta
13-year-olds achieved the highest marks in the country in science,
ranked third in reading and second in mathematics (tied with Ontario)

¢ on the 2006 Program for International Student Assessment, Alberta
15-year-old students scored second highest in the world in science,
behind Finland, tied for third in reading and tied for fifth in mathematics

¢ on the 2006 Progress in International Reading Literacy Study, Alberta
Grade 4 students scored third highest in the world with very little
difference in performance among the top five participants (Russia,

Hong Kong, Alberta, Singapore and British Columbia).
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Outcomes

Students demonstrate high
standards (continued)

42

Integrated Results Analysis

Key Accomplishments (continued)

Enhancing Provincial Assessments

Alberta has a well-respected provincial testing program, which tests

Grade 3 students in language arts and mathematics and students in
Grades 6, 9 and 12 in the four core subjects of language arts, mathematics,
science and social studies. The tests are based on the curriculum and results
are comparable from year to year.

To improve upon the testing program in 2007/2008, work included:

* developing achievement tests to pilot the new Grade 9 Knowledge and
Employability (K&E) courses in language arts, mathematics, science and
social studies

* providing online access to all Grade 9 achievement tests for the first
time, including the pilot K&E tests and French versions of the tests.

All students in a Grade 9 K&E course are eligible to participate in the pilot
K&E test instead of the regular achievement test in that subject. K&E

tests were piloted in 2007/2008. Full implementation, including reporting
of test results, will take place in 2008/2009 for K&E tests in language arts,
mathematics and science and in 2009/2010 for social studies to coincide
with implementation and reporting of the new Grade 9 social studies test
based on the new social studies program.

Learner Assessment Online provides the opportunity for all Grade 9
students to write achievement tests online, starting in June 2008. Schools
determine whether students use the online or paper version of the tests
based on such factors as a student’s comfort level with working online

and availability of computers. For online tests, results are returned to
schools within 24 hours. Practice tests were available 12 weeks prior to test
administration and more than 5,200 practice tests were downloaded.

Improving Teacher Assessment and Reporting of Student Achievement

A child’s teacher is in the best position to assess and inform parents of the
child’s learning and achievement. In 2007/2008, work supported teacher
assessment and reporting by continuing to implement the Grade Level of

Achievement (GLA) pilot [Strategy 2.4]:

* 60% of schools from 97% of school jurisdictions reported to Alberta
Education on the language arts and mathematics achievement of
students in Grades 1 — 9 in June 2007, exceeding the expected reporting
from one third of the schools

* consultations with stakeholders resulted in a change in reporting starting in
2008 from specific grade levels to at, above and below grade level

* a comprehensive report analyzing 2006/2007 pilot data to improve
school jurisdictions’ understanding of their GLA results was published
on the Ministry’s website.



Outcomes

Student Wellness

Alberta understands the reciprocal relationship that exists between healthy
children and success at learning. More than half of Canadian children and
youth are not active enough every day to meet Health Canada guidelines
for healthy growth and development. To address this, the department
continues to require all students in Grades 1 — 10 to take physical education
courses and, since 2005/2006, all students in Grades 1 — 9 are also required
to participate in 30 minutes of physical activity each day.

To support Daily Physical Activity (DPA) in 2007/2008, an evaluation
of the implementation of DPA was conducted which provided
recommendations for enhancements [Strategy 1.3]. Survey results
indicate that DPA:

* has had a positive impact on student learning and the school environment
* has increased student wellness
* is considered a positive initiative and a priority in schools.

Also in 2007/2008, work included partnering with the Ministry of Health
and Wellness to develop the Healthy Alberta School Communities strategy
for health-promotion among school-aged children. Focus groups were

held in January and February with teachers and administrators to discuss
wellness programs and models in the school setting [Strazegy 1.3].

Ongoing funding is provided to the school jurisdiction member of each
Student Health Initiative Partnership to support the following student
health services for K — 12 students as needed:

* rehabilitation (speech-language therapy, physical therapy, occupational
therapy, audiology and respiratory therapy)

* nursing care for specialized or complex health needs

* emotional/behavioural supports, including behavioural interventions,
therapy and counseling.

Enhancing Aboriginal Student Success

Improving the educational success of First Nations, Métis and Inuit
(FNMI) students is one of the Ministry’s strategic priorities. Alberta
Education continued to work with the First Nations, Métis and Inuit
Advisory Committee and other education stakeholders to implement the
First Nations, Métis and Inuit Education Policy Framework. The Advisory
Committee identified improving Aboriginal parental and community
engagement as a key priority. The meaningful involvement of FNMI
parents in the education of their children is a crucial element of increased
FNMI student success. School authorities have asked for assistance in
involving FNMI parents in meaningful ways. In 2007/2008, work in this
area included [Strategy 2.2]:
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Outcomes

Students demonstrate high
standards (continued)
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Integrated Results Analysis

Key Accomplishments (continued)

* initiating the Aboriginal Parent and Community Engagement Project,
a three-year pilot that will help school communities identify, implement
and evaluate local initiatives aimed at strengthening relationships among
FNMI parents, students, communities and school staff

* providing research and examples of approaches to increase the
involvement of FNMI parents and community in schools in three
reports on promising practices in FNMI education in Alberta

¢ including specific ideas for increasing FNMI parent and community
involvement in 43 Promising Practices in FNMI Education workshops
provided to school authorities and educational groups

* focusing on increasing FNMI parent and community involvement in
Alberta’s schools at the Learning Together for Success Conference in
March 2008.

Helping Students with Special Needs

The success of all students is important to the Ministry and society.
A variety of supports and resources are provided to school authorities
to assist them in meeting the needs of students with disabilities.

Through a secure online digital textbook repository, course materials are
available to students with disabilities, including digital versions of
Grades 4 — 12 basic textbooks for English language arts, mathematics,
science and social studies. The pdf files can be downloaded and used
with text-to-speech software such as Read and Write Gold.

Dynamic Duo: Microsoft Word and Read and Write Gold is a new video
training series that Alberta Education makes available to help teachers
understand how best to use this software to assist students with disabilities
as well as those who struggle with the reading and writing process. This
video training allows teachers to learn at their own pace, as well as go back
and revisit the online training as needed to use these tools effectively.

Support for students with visual impairments was enhanced by approving
an additional $3.1 million per year over the next three years. These funds
will be used to build the capacity to enhance services by establishing a
provincial coordinator and to expand supports for students with vision loss,
including improving student access to:

* vision specialists
* specialized equipment loan service

¢ Braille format learning resources.



Outcomes

Students are well prepared for
lifelong learning

Also in 2007/2008, Alberta Education developed the certificate of
achievement for students with special needs who are not able to meet high
school graduation requirements. Certificates were awarded for the first time

in June 2008.

Innovative Projects to Improve Student Learning

Program results help drive good decision-making. The Alberta Initiative
for School Improvement (AISI) is designed to support the improvement
of student learning by encouraging teachers, parents and the community
to work collaboratively to introduce innovative and creative approaches to
teaching and learning and to assess the results.

An annual conference was held to give school authorities an opportunity to
share effective and innovative practices from AISI projects. Alberta’s school
authorities report they are using these results to learn how to improve
student learning. In addition, the department [Strategy 2.3]:

* completed a plan that will guide knowledge dissemination and integration
of learnings from AISI projects into policy and program decisions

* enhanced the process of incorporating learnings into workshops and
professional development activities

¢ developed and implemented, with the Education Partners Steering
Committee, a Communications Toolkit to aid in communicating the
learnings from AISI projects and results

¢ developed a research agenda for AISI projects that identifies four
priorities — student learning, instructional strategies, capacity building
and infrastructure (partnerships, innovation, research, information,
technology and support) and documents the evidence base for the
priorities.

Early Identification

Many regions in Alberta face significant challenges in providing access to
screening and services for young children who may have developmental
delays or disabilities. In response to gaps in available services and the
need to coordinate health, education and other services, work included

[Strategy 2.1]:

* collaborating with the Ministries of Health and Wellness and Children’s
Services to identify and fund four major Preschool Developmental
Screening and Follow-up Services projects that provide opportunities
for screening and identification of children 18 to 36 months of age who
would benefit from additional supports to optimize their development
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Outcomes

Students are well prepared for

lifelong learning (continued)
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Integrated Results Analysis

Key Accomplishments (continued)

* funding pilot screening sites to assist school jurisdictions in identifying
three-year-olds who would qualify for additional supports

* working with cross-ministry partners and school jurisdictions to
provide follow-up services and programming for the preschool children
identified through screening as needing supports

* working with school jurisdictions to encourage them to address the
needs of children identified with developmental delays/disabilities.

Early Supports for Language Development

Alberta’s increased demand for workers has resulted in many new
immigrant families moving to Alberta to seek stable employment and an
improved quality of life. Many of these families have had little exposure

to English, are challenged to understand Alberta’s culture and may have
feelings of isolation. In addition, there are Canadian-born children whose
first language is neither English nor French. Alberta Education recognizes
that language acquisition and development are cornerstones to learning
and early supports for young children promote success in school and in life.

Support in 2007/2008 focused on [Strategy 2.5]:

* providing funding for children who would benefit from language
enhancement support (English as a Second Language or Francisation)
two years prior to their entry into Grade 1

* recognizing the key role families play in supporting language by working
with cross-ministry partners to develop resources for parents, caregivers
and school authorities to support language development, including:

* Talk Boxes, which provide information about what to expect in
speech and language development, when to get help, where to get
help and the importance of maintaining families’ first language and
are available in Parent Link Centres, child care facilities, school
jurisdictions and online to help families and other caregivers support
children’s language development

*  Creating Language Rich Environments: A Facilitators Guide, which
contains workshop activities to support parents of preschool children

* hosting a public showcase of Innovative Speech Practices to share
information on language-rich activities that can be used by educators
and speech pathologists who work with young children

* developing and implementing a K — 12 English as a Second Language
(ESL) Comprehensive Strategy (for English and Francophone schools),
which includes completion of Phase 1 of the ESL Proficiency Standards
for Early Childhood Services (ECS) to Grade 12 and forms the

tfoundation for developing:



Outcomes

Students are well prepared for
employment

* an ESL Assessment Handbook
* an ESL Administrators Handbook

* the Curriculum Express for Parents, K — 3.

Preparing Students for Post-Secondary

To facilitate the transition of high school students to post-secondary

programs, work included:

developing career pathways to provide high school students with
Computer Repair (“A+”) and Networking (“Network+”) credentials that
align with post-secondary diplomas and degrees

initiating a number of pilots in the Career Pathways model for CTS,
which provides students with an opportunity to gain credits toward
post-secondary studies while in high school

consulting with the Alberta Council on Admissions and Transfers and
computer science faculties on aligning Career and Technology courses
with post-secondary programs

consulting with post-secondary institutions to align high school
mathematics with post-secondary requirements.

The 2007/2008 high school student survey asked students about their

post-secondary plans; 94% indicated they planned to pursue a university or

college education.

Preparing Students for Employment

To facilitate the transition of high school students to employment, work
included:

approving programs of study for Knowledge and Employability (K&E)
courses, which are designed to provide entry-level employment skills for
students who learn best through experiences that integrate essential and
employability skills in occupational contexts

identifying pathways leading to industry-level certification that include
agreements with industry that will allow students to write certification
tests upon completion of specific courses

coordinating and hosting the second provincial K&E Courses
Symposium, in collaboration with the Alberta Regional Professional
Development Consortia and others, which focused on improving and
supporting career exploration options for students

completing online consultation on Connecting Learning and Work,
Alberta’s Career Development Strategy in collaboration with the
Ministries of Advanced Education and Technology and Employment
and Immigration. The Connecting Learning and Work Strategy
provides a vision for a coordinated, integrated, intentional learning and
career development system for Albertans
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Outcomes

Students are well prepared for

employment (continued)

Students model the
characteristics of active
citizenship

Key Accomplishments (continued)

* supporting the planning for the provincial and national skills
competitions held in 2008 and the international competition to be held
in Calgary in 2009 (World Skills 2009); these events:

* enable youth to demonstrate trade and technology skills

* provide an opportunity to promote careers in trade and technology
occupations

* encourage junior and senior high school students to explore careers

highlighted in the competition.

The percentage of high school students with credit in Work Experience or
the Registered Apprenticeship Program has increased from 10.6% in the
2002/2003 school year to almost 13% in the 2006/2007 school year.

The 2007/2008 Employer Satisfaction Survey asked Alberta employers
about their satisfaction with various skills and abilities of Alberta high
school graduates they had hired:

* 77% were satisfied with their ability to work with others

*  73% were satisfied with their ability to learn continuously.

The 2007/2008 high school student survey asked students about their
future plans:

*  60% said they considered the trades as a career option

*  43% said they had not yet made a career choice.

Preparing Students for Citizenship

The new Social Studies Program of Studies places greater emphasis on
developing students’ citizenship knowledge and skills. Implementation of
the new program continued in Grades K — 4 and 7 and was expanded to
include Grades 5 and 8 in 2007/2008. Work to support implementation
included:

* authorizing student and teacher resources in English and French

* conducting a summer institute for over 200 teachers (Grades 6, 9

and 11)

* working with the Speaker’s Office to develop and post Virtual Visit:
Step inside the Alberta Legislature, an engaging, three-dimensional
online experience featuring characters, interactive educational activities
and guided online tours to improve students’ understanding of the
democratic process and bring students closer to the legislature.

48

Integrated Results Analysis



2

Performance Highlights

Education system results for 2007/2008 for Goal 2, highlighted
below and discussed on the pages that follow, reflect the cumulative

impact of investment of resources and effort over time on the part of

Results over time
T Improved

government, school boards, parents, teachers and students. performance

Goal 2: Excellence in student learning outcomes

Outcomes

Students demonstrate
high standards

Students are well
prepared for lifelong
learning

Students are
well prepared for
employment

Students model the
characteristics of
active citizenship

~ No significant
change in
performance

| Performance
decline

Results Over Time
Performance Measures (in percentages) Baseline Current

Opverall percentage of students who  .cceptable 764 75.2
achieved the acceptable standardand | . . 187 139
the percentage who achieved the

standard of excellence on Grades 3, 6

and 9 provincial achievement tests

Opverall percentage of students who  scceptable  85.8  85.0
achieved the acceptable standard and .o 7959 999
the percentage who achieved the

standard of excellence on diploma

examinations

Diploma examination participation rate (four 514 53.6
or more exams based on tracking Grade 10
students for three years)

Percentage of Grade 12 students eligible for 325 382
a Rutherford Scholarship

Percentage of Grade 1 students who attended 955 97.6
Early Childhood Services (ECS) in a prior
year

High school to post-secondary transition rate 51.5 60.3
of students within 6 years of entering Grade
10

Opverall parent, teacher and public 69 65
satisfaction that students are taught attitudes

and behaviours that will make them

successful at work when they finish school

Overall parent, teacher and student 82 85
satisfaction that students model the
characteristics of active citizenship
The confidence interval is considered in assessing change over time on survey measures.
Targets are considered met if the result is within 5% of the target value. See Endnotes A

and B for detailed information on assessing change over time and target achievement.
Base year is five years ago or earliest subsequent year results are available.

Target Achievement

v Target Met

V" Target Exceeded
X Target not met

n/a No target

set for 2007/08
(insufficient data
or new measure
for 2007-2010)
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Performance Measures

Achievement Test Results Overall

Rationale

*  Overall student achievement of standards
on provincial achievement tests is a sound
indicator of whether elementary and junior
high students are achieving high standards,
an important outcome for Alberta’s
K — 12 education system.

Targets

* The targets at both the acceptable and
the excellence levels for overall student
achievement on all provincial achievement
tests were not met.

Discussion

*  Overall results on provincial achievement
tests have remained stable at the standard of
excellence since 2003/2004 but have declined
at the acceptable level.

*  Opverall results in 2007/2008 were similar to

the prior year’s results.

* The overall percentage of students
participating in the tests in 2007/2008
was similar to last year, but the overall
participation rate has declined over time.

» Since results are calculated on the basis of
total enrolment, the decline in the overall
participation rate is a contributing factor to
the decline in overall results.

* Continued implementation of the provincial
accountability program, which requires school
jurisdictions to address low and declining
results, has potential to improve results in
future years.
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Overall Results — Percentages of Students in
Grades 3, 6 and 9 who Achieved Standards on
Provincial Achievement Tests

100%
Overall
Target for
A bl
80% | 764%  761%  759%  753%  752% rsan
¢ ———— o o
60%
40% Overall
Target for
N o o Excellence
oo | 187%  187%  185%  190% 189%._ o
0%

2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08
—m—Excellence  —#—Acceptable

Source: Alberta Education.

Notes

e The percentages of students who achieved the acceptable
standard include the students who achieved the standard of
excellence.

e Overall results are a weighted average based on total enrolment
in Grades 3, 6 and 9.

e Overall targets are the average of the targets for each subject
and grade.

e See Endnote C, Provincial Achievement Tests, page 83.



Participation Rates for Provincial Achievement Tests (in percentages)

2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08

Grade 3
English Language Arts 90.6 90.2 90.6 90.1 89.8
Mathematics 91.7 90.8 90.8 90.5 90.5
Grade 6
English Language Arts 90.9 89.9 90.1 89.6 89.5
French Language Arts 95.8 96.1 96.1 97.5 95.6
Francais 97.3 97.6 98.0 97.6 98.5
Mathematics 91.1 90.9 90.6 90.0 90.0
Science 91.2 90.6 90.0 89.1 89.0
Social Studies 91.0 90.0 90.5 89.6 89.2
Grade 9
English Language Arts 87.3 87.4 87.7 87.9 87.7
French Language Arts 95.0 97.1 95.9 93.7 96.8
Francais 97.1 97.4 98.0 96.9 97.8
Mathematics 87.7 87.6 87.3 88.0 88.0
Science 88.6 88.2 88.1 88.8 89.0
Social Studies 88.6 87.8 88.5 88.4 88.9
Overall (all subjects and grades)

89.9 89.4 89.5 89.3 89.2

Alberta Education Annual Report 2007/2008
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Performance Measures (continued)

Achievement Test Results for all
Students in Grades 3, 6 and 9

Rationale

* Student results on provincial achievement tests in
each grade and subject provide detailed information
on whether elementary and junior high students are
achieving high standards, an important outcome for
Alberta’s K — 12 education system.

Targets

* The targets for Grade 6 English Language Arts
and Social Studies were exceeded at the standard
of excellence.

* The targets for Grades 6 and 9 French Language
Arts were achieved both at the acceptable and
excellence levels.

* The targets for Grade 9 Science were met at
the standard of excellence and exceeded at the
acceptable standard.

*  The targets for all other courses were not met.

52 Integrated Results Analysis

Discussion

Results have improved over time at the acceptable
level for English Language Arts 6, Francais 6,
French Language Arts 9 and Science 9.

At the excellence level, results have improved over
time for English and French language arts at all
grade levels, Social Studies 6 and Science 9.

Results at the acceptable level have declined
over time for English Language Arts 3 and 9,
mathematics at all grade levels, Science 6,
Francais 9 and Social Studies 6 and 9.

To support student learning and achievement in
core subjects, the Ministry provides programs of
study and implementation guides for teachers
and develops or authorizes learning resources for
students in all grades and subjects.

As adult literacy studies are not conducted
regularly, Grade 9 results in language arts and
mathematics are reported annually by the
provincial government as indicators of literacy and
numeracy. Students who achieve the acceptable
standard in these subjects have developed the
foundation skills needed to become literate

and numerate adults. For more information on
literacy and numeracy, see Measuring Up, part
of the Government of Alberta’s 2007/2008
annual report, at http://www.finance.alberta.
ca/publications/measuring/minann.html

Notes to table on page 53

e The percentages of students who achieved the acceptable
standard include the students who achieved the standard of
excellence.

e See Endnote B, page 80, for information on assessing results
relative to targets.

e See Endnote C, Provincial Achievement Tests, page 83.
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Percentages of Students in Grades 3, 6 and 9 who Achieved the Standards on Provincial Achievement Tests

2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 Targets

Grade 3

English Language Arts

excellence 15.1 16.2 14.1 17.7 16.1 18

acceptable 81.7 82.2 81.3 80.3 80.1 84

Mathematics

excellence 27.4 26.1 26.9 235 23.9 30

acceptable 81.8 80.3 82.0 79.9 78.7 83

Grade 6

English Language Arts

excellence 15.5 15.5 15.9 19.8 21.0 18

acceptable 79.1 77.3 79.0 80.3 81.1 82 =

French Language Arts g

excellence 12.8 8.8 11.2 11.0 14.2 12 2

acceptable 88.5 85.1 87.5 87.4 87.7 88 o
O

Francais =

excellence 18.1 22.8 19.7 18.0 171 20 2

acceptable 92.8 92.0 94.5 93.0 94.3 95 =
wn

Mathematics JZ>

excellence 21.2 18.1 15.6 14.5 15.9 21 >

acceptable 78.5 78.2 75.2 74.0 74.6 80 S
wn

Science

excellence 26.2 26.0 27.7 26.6 24.1 27

acceptable 80.6 79.8 781 75.2 74.8 82
[®)]

Social Studies S

excellence 19.7 21.5 22.9 22.3 23.8 22 N

acceptable 78.6 78.4 78.6 77.4 77.9 80

Grade 9

English Language Arts

excellence 12.4 14.0 13.6 14.8 14.8 16

acceptable 77.6 77.9 77.4 77.5 76.5 80

French Language Arts

excellence 11.7 13.6 10.9 12.9 12.4 12

acceptable 83.4 85.9 83.3 81.3 84.5 84

Francais

excellence 15.4 17.4 14.7 12.6 11.7 15

acceptable 85.6 87.2 86.1 81.6 84.8 87

Mathematics

excellence 18.9 19.7 17.4 18.3 18.5 21

acceptable 66.1 68.0 67.4 66.3 65.7 70

Science

excellence 12.1 12.8 13.3 14.7 13.0 13

acceptable 66.6 67.5 67.4 69.6 69.3 68

Social Studies

excellence 20.0 18.3 18.9 18.7 18.9 21

acceptable 73.1 71.3 72.5 71.4 71.7 75

Overall (all subjects and grades)

excellence 18.7 18.7 18.5 19.0 18.9 20.5

------ acceptable 76.4 76.1 75.9 75.3 75.2 78.4

Source: Alberta Education.
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Performance Measures (continued)

Diploma Examination Results Discussion
* Asa consequence of phasing in test equating,

Rationale results are directly comparable over time for

* Student results on diploma examinations are a Social Studies 30 and 33 starting in 2003/2004,
solid indicator of whether high school students are for Chemistry 30, Physics 30 and Pure
achieving high standards, an important outcome Mathematics 30 starting in 2004/2005 and for
for Alberta’s K — 12 education system. Applied Mathematics 30, Biology 30, English

Language Arts 30-1 and 30-2 starting in

Targets 2005/2006.

* The targets were met at the acceptable and *  Results for Social Studies 30 since 2003/2004 and
excellence levels for Social Studies 33, for English Language Arts 30-1 since 2005/2006
Chemistry 30 and Physics 30. have declined both at the acceptable and excellence

* The target for Pure Mathematics 30 was met at levels, while results for Social Studies 33 and English
the standard of excellence but not at the acceptable Language Arts 30-2 have improved over the same
standard. time period at both levels.

« The targets for Social Studies 30 were not achieved * Results for Chemistry 30 and Physics 30 have
at the acceptable and excellence levels. improved at the acceptable and excellence levels since

* No targets were set for the other diploma 2004/2005.
examinations in 2007/2008, as results directly ¢ Results for Pure Mathematics 30, while remaining
comparable from year to year were not available at stable at the excellence level, have improved at the
the time targets were set. acceptable level since 2004/2005. In contrast, results

for Applied Mathematics 30 have declined at both
levels since 2005/2006.

*  Results for other exams fluctuated from year to year
and are not directly comparable over time.

Percentages of Students Writing Diploma Examinations who Achieved Standards

Course 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 Targets
English Language Arts 30-1

excellence 18.8 17.8 19.3 19.0 15.5 —
acceptable 92.0 89.1 88.0 87.7 87.1 —
English Language Arts 30-2

excellence 7.1 10.1 8.1 9.7 8.8 —
acceptable 85.2 89.4 86.1 88.7 88.9 —
English 30

excellence 9.6 — — — — —
acceptable 81.8 — — — — —
English 33

excellence 9.8 — — — — —
acceptable 89.0 — — — — —
French Language Arts 30

excellence 16.7 19.1 21.8 23.1 24.5 —
acceptable 95.4 95.1 95.0 95.6 94.9 —
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Percentages of Students Writing Diploma Examinations who Achieved Standards (continued)

2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 Targets

Francais 30

excellence 15.2 16.3 28.1 24.6 25.4 —

acceptable 99.0 95.0 94.8 97.2 98.5 —

Pure Mathematics 30

excellence 32.0 25.7 26.5 24.6 25.8 26

acceptable 83.7 80.6 82.8 81.1 81.3 82

Applied Mathematics 30

excellence 14.3 21.8 11.8 12.1 10.7 —

acceptable 85.5 87.6 77.5 77.6 76.3 —

Social Studies 30 %

excellence 23.8 24.3 23.9 24.6 21.5 24 o

acceptable 85.9 85.2 85.5 86.1 84.7 86 S
&
m

Social Studies 33 O

excellence 15.0 17.6 19.0 19.6 18.9 19 ﬁ

acceptable 82.9 85.0 83.5 84.8 85.3 85 c
a

Biology 30 >

excellence 26.6 26.6 26.4 27.4 26.3 — £

acceptable 81.9 81.9 81.4 83.5 82.3 — =
%)

Chemistry 30

excellence 27.9 334 371 37.9 39.2 37

acceptable 85.7 88.2 88.4 89.3 89.2 88
[®)]

Physics 30 o

excellence 29.8 27.8 30.0 29.3 32.0 30 N

acceptable 86.6 84.2 84.4 86.1 85.7 84

Science 30

excellence 16.5 22.1 17.3 18.0 21.6 —

acceptable 84.3 88.1 82.8 87.1 88.6 —

Overall (all exams combined)

excellence 22.2 23.0 23.0 23.3 22.3 —

acceptable 85.8 85.7 84.7 85.4 85.0 —

Source: Alberta Education.

Notes
e The percentages of students who achieved the acceptable standard include the students who achieved the standard of excellence.
e Overall results are a weighted average of results for each exam and are not comparable from year to year.

e Starting in 2002/2003 for the social studies examinations and in 2003/2004 for the examinations in all mathematics and science courses,
the written and multiple choice portions are administered in separate sittings.

¢ See Endnote B, page 80, for information on assessing results relative to targets.

e See Endnote C, Diploma Examinations, pages 83-84.
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Performance Measures (continued)

Diploma Examination Participation

Rationale

* Participation in four or more diploma
examinations reflects the intent of the Alberta
Programs of Study and gives appropriate
emphasis to the four core subjects of language
arts, mathematics, sciences and social studies,
which are the foundation of basic education.

Target
* The target of 54% was met (the result is within
5% of the target).

Discussion
* Nearly 54% of students wrote four or more
diploma examinations in 2006/2007.

* The diploma examination participation rate
increased from 51.4% in 2002/2003 to 53.6% in
2004/2005 and has remained at about the same
level for three years.

* The vast majority of students who have written
four or more diploma examinations have taken
courses in the four core subjects throughout high
school. This positions them well to complete
high school and enter post-secondary programs
or the workplace.

56 Integrated Results Analysis

Percentages of Students Writing Four or More Diploma
Examinations within Three Years of Entering Grade 10

100% |
80% |
60% 1 514 524 53.5 53.7
40% 1

20% 1

0% +

2002/03  2003/04 2004/05  2005/06

Source: Alberta Education.

Notes

e The most current result available for this measure is for the
2006/2007 school year as data for this measure lag a year.

e See Endnote B, page 80, for information on assessing results
relative to targets.

e See Endnote C, Diploma Examination Participation Rate,
page 84.

2006/07

Target

536 & 54%



Rutherford SChO|al‘ShipS Percentages of Grade 12 Students Eligible for a
Rutherford Scholarship

Rationale 100% 1
‘o
* Students eligible for the Rutherford Scholarship
have demonstrated academic excellence, which
. . . . 80% 1
is an indicator that they are achieving high
standards.
60% 1 ~
zZ
Target o
* The target of 36% was exceeded (the target was 40% A _ 353 37.2 38.2 ;Z:’S,et Q
. . . >
set when the latest available result was 35.3%). 322 <o =
20% - g
Discussion 2
* Over 38% of Grade 12 students in 2006/2007 5
had ks i during hich school 0% : ‘ ‘ n
ad Iarks mn courses during fugh schoo 2002/03  2003/04 2004/05  2005/06  2006/07 z
that met the requirements for a Rutherford >
Scholarship. Source: Alberta Education. g
* The percentage of Grade 12 students eligible for
a Rutherford Scholarship has increased steadily Notes
. 0% ® The most current result available for this measure is for the
over time, up from 32.5% in 2002/2003. 2006/2007 school year as data for this measure lag a year. Q
e The percentage also has increased each year in ®  Student marks of 80% or higher in certain high school courses %
. lify for a Rutherford Scholarship.
all high school grades (10-12). due
& & ( ) e Change in eligibility expanded starting April 1, 2006, allowing
o  Results indicate that a greater proportion of up to two five-credit options, such as art, music and Career and
s g . .. Technology Studies advanced courses, as designated subjects in
Alberta’s high school students are achieving Grade 12.
academic excellence. e The measure reports the percentages of Grade 12 students
. o whose marks in certain courses in Grades 10, 11 and 12 met the
[Note: Startmg in 2008/2009 the MlnlStI'y of criteria for a Rutherford Scholarship, not the percentages who

Advanced Education and Technology extended received the scholarship.
e In order to receive a Rutherford Scholarship, students must enrol

eligibility for Rutherford Scholarships to in a post-secondary program.

students with marks of 75% or hlghef in certain e For more information about the Rutherford Scholarship, see
hlgh school courses. This changes the basis Endnote C, Rutherford Scholarship Eligibility, page 85.
for the Rutherford Scholarship measure for

2007/2008 and subsequent school years, which

will not be comparable to the results presented

on this page. Reporting on the expanded

Rutherford Scholarship starts next year.]
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Performance Measures (continued)

Preparation of Children for School

Rationale

+ Early Childhood Services (ECS) programs are
designed to ensure that children start school
ready to learn. The ECS participation rate is
an indicator that Alberta children are prepared
for school.

Target
* The target of 95%" was met.

Discussion

*  More than 97% of Alberta children
participated in ECS programs before entering
Grade 1 in 2007/2008, up from over 95% in

recent years.

* The number of Grade 1 students who have
attended ECS increased in a majority of school
authorities in 2006/2007, including the public
and Catholic school districts in Edmonton and
Calgary, which are the largest in the province.
This contributed to the overall provincial

increase in 2007/2008 in the ECS participation

rate.

* The vast majority of parents in Alberta choose
to enrol their children in ECS programs to
help prepare them for school, even though
attending ECS programs is not mandatory.

58 Integrated Results Analysis

Participation Rate of Grade 1 Students in Early Childhood
Services (ECS) Programs in a Prior Year

100% 7

2003/04  2004/05 2005/06  2006/07  2007/08

Source: Alberta Education.

Notes

e ECS programs include Kindergarten for five-year-old children the
year before they start Grade 1 as well as a variety of programs for
children with special needs as young as two and a half.

e See Endnote C, page 82, Early Childhood Services Participation
Rate.

e See Endnote B, page 80, for information on assessment of results
over time.

955 955 95.8 956 976
e
80%
60% 1
40%
20% 1
0% \ \ \ \

Target
95%+



Transition to Post-Secondary High School to Post-Secondary Transition Rate within
Six Years of Entering Grade 10

Rationale 100%
¢ Post-secondary education equips students with
valuable skills and knowledge to increase their 80%1

opportunities for success and full participation
Target

in society. Entering post-secondary and c59,
o}

60%

59.5 60.3
2 o . 544 575 <
apprenticeship programs indicates that high 51.5
school students are prepared for further
. .. 40%
education and training.
Target 20%-
* The target of 58% was met (target was set when
the latest available result was 57.5%). 0% ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

2002/03  2003/04  2004/05  2005/06  2006/07

Discussion Completion Year

* Over 60% of Alberta’s high school students in
2006/2007 made the transition to post-secondary Percentages of Students who Enrol in Post-Secondary
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=
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within six years of entering Grade 10. Programs within Four and Six Years of Entering Grade 10
e The high school to post—secondary transition Grade 10 Year 4 Year Rate / Year 6 Year Rate / Year g)
rate has risen steadily each year from 51.5% in 1997/98 32.6% 2000/01 51.5% 2002/03 2
N
2002/2003. 1998/99 32.0% 2001/02 54.4% 2003/04
¢ Similarly, the proportion of Alberta’s high school 1999/00 32.8% 2002/03 57.5% 2004/05
students who enrolled in a post-secondary 2000/01 34.0% 2003/04 59.5% 2005/06
program within four years of entering Grade 10 2L <o 20T S0e7 A0TE00
2002/03 39.5% 2005/06 —

has increased steadily over time from nearly 33%

in 2000/2001 to almost 41% in 2006/2007. 2003/04 40.7% 2006/07 -

. . Source: Alberta Education.
* The increases reflect expanded capacity at

post-secondary institutions as well as Notes

understanding on the part of more Alberta youth ® The most recent results are for 2006/2007 as the data for this
L measure lag a year.

that post—secondary education is Important for e Student enrolment in a post-secondary program includes

their future success. attending a publicly funded post-secondary institution in Alberta

or registering in an Alberta apprenticeship program.

* The results over time show that a substantial e Starting in 2003/2004, information on post-secondary enrolment
proportion of Alberta’s young people delay their came from a different data source, which may account for the
A difference between results in prior years with results in 2003/2004
entry to post-secondary programs after high and subsequent years.
school. ® The post-secondary transition rates include adjustments for

attrition using estimates from Statistics Canada and for students
who attend post-secondary outside the province using estimates
from the Ministry of Advanced Education and Technology.

e The four-year rate was used to evaluate school jurisdiction
performance in previous years. Starting in 2008, the evaluation of
school jurisdictions on post-secondary transition is based on the
six-year rate. See Overall Performance of School Jurisdictions,
pages 85-88.

e See Endnote C, High School to Post-Secondary Transition Rates,
page 85.
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Performance Measures (continued)

Preparation for Employment

Rationale

Parents and teachers, together with the public,
provide a broad perspective on the extent that

students are prepared to enter the work place,

an important outcome of the K — 12 system.

Target

The target of 70% was not met.

Discussion

60

Overall results have been consistent over time.

In 2007/2008, 65% of parents, teachers and the
public were satisfied that students are taught
attitudes and behaviours that will make them
successful at work when they finish high school.

Although satisfaction among teachers declined
in 2007/2008, disasatisfaction also declined,

while Don’t Know/Not Applicable/No
Response increased.

For parents, the decline in satisfaction
in 2007/2008 reflects increases in both
dissatisfaction and in Don’t Know/Not
Applicable/No Response.

Of the parents who were dissatisfied, the most
frequently cited reasons were that students
lacked a work ethic, lacked respect or had a poor
attitude about work.

Satisfaction levels have varied substantially
among respondent groups each year. Teacher
and parent results were much higher than results

for the public.

To support the preparation of students for work,
the Ministry has incorporated employability
skills into the curriculum, is updating the
Career and Technology Studies program

and is implementing the new Knowledge

and Employability courses. Also, high school
students have opportunities to develop
workplace skills in Work Experience courses

Integrated Results Analysis

and the Registered Apprenticeship Program, for
which they receive credit toward a high school
diploma.

Overall Satisfaction of Parents, Teachers and the
Public that Students are Taught Attitudes and
Behaviours that will make them Successful at Work
when they Finish School

100% 7
80% 7 Target
69 69 69 69 o5 € 70%
60%
40%
20% A
O% 1 T T T T
2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08

(in percentages)

Respondent Group 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08

Parents (ECS - 12) 75 74 76 75 67
Teachers 85 86 83 86 82
Public 47 48 48 46 46
Overall 69 69 69 69 65

Source: Alberta Education: CCl Research Inc.: 2004 — 2007; R.A. Malatest &
Associates Ltd.: 2008.

Notes

e Overall satisfaction rates are the average of satisfaction rates for
each respondent group. See Endnote B, page 81, for information
on averaging results across respondent groups.

e See Endnote A, pages 78-79, for information on surveys
conducted for Alberta Education.



Preparation for Citizenship

Rationale

Parents, teachers and students, groups that
have direct experience with schools, are well
positioned to assess the preparation of students
for citizenship, an important outcome of the
basic education system.

Target

The target of 83% was met (target was set when
the latest available result was 83%).

Discussion

Overall results have been high and stable over
time.

In 2007/2008, 85% of high school students,
parents and teachers agreed that students model
the characteristics of active citizenship.

Results for each respondent group also have
been consistent over time.

Teacher results have been consistently higher
than those of parents and high school students.

Overall Agreement of Students, Parents and Teachers

that Students Model the Characteristics of Active
Citizenship

100%
84 85 Target

s0% | 82 83 83 < 83%
z
60% | =
9)
2
40% 1 m
)
el
B
20% - C
: 5
wn
>
0% | ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ s
2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07  2007/08 =
T

(in percentages)

Respondent Group

2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08

(@)
High School Students 76 78 78 78 81 gi
Parents (ECS - 12) 79 81 81 82 82 ~
Teachers 90 90 90 91 92
Overall 82 83 83 84 85

Source: Alberta Education: CCl Research Inc.: 2004 — 2007; R.A. Malatest &

Associates Ltd.: 2008.

Notes

e For all respondent groups, percentages reported are averages of

agreement levels that students:
- help each other

- respect each other

- are encouraged to get involved in activities that help people

in the community
- are encouraged to try their best

- follow the rules.

e Overall agreement rates are the average of agreement rates for
each respondent group. See Endnote B, page 81, for information

on averaging results across respondent groups.

e See Endnote A, pages 78-79, for information on surveys
conducted for Alberta Education.
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GOAL 3:

Highly Responsive and Responsible
Education System

Outcomes

All levels of the education system
demonstrate effective working
relationships with partners and
stakeholders

62 Integrated Results Analysis

What it Means

The Ministry strives to ensure that the education system is highly
responsive and responsible by providing leadership and support and by
working collaboratively and communicating effectively with partners,
stakeholders and the public. The Ministry promotes the development
of human resource capacity within school authorities. It also assists in
the development and implementation of planning, reporting and other
accountability systems, and supports the effective use of information
systems and technology. Alberta Education continues to implement
strategies to achieve the following outcomes for Goal 3:

* Alllevels of the education system demonstrate effective working
relationships with partners and stakeholders

* Alllevels of the education system demonstrate leadership and
continuous improvement.

The key accomplishments for each outcome in Goal 3 are provided

below and reflect the implementation of strategies in the 2007 — 2010

business plan.

Key Accomplishments

Enhancing Education Across Canada

Alberta understands the importance of contributing to improvements in
education Canada-wide.

The Council of Ministers of Education (CMEC) initiated the Portal
Project, with Alberta taking the lead, to provide a single point of access to
all educational resources and services available in Canada. In 2007/2008,
support was provided to create an enhanced website for Pan-Canadian
education initiatives [Strategy 3.3].

Alberta, along with all Canadian provinces and territories, signed an
interim Mutual Recognition Agreement on Teacher Mobility to establish
criteria for recognizing the certification of teachers across provinces.
Education ministries across Canada are working together to identify and
reconcile differences in teacher qualifications among the provinces to
facilitate full teacher mobility [Szrazegy 3.3].



Outcomes

Alberta continues to work with partners in British Columbia,
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Northwest Territories, Yukon and Nunavut
(Western and Northern Canadian Protocol) and CMEC to improve
outcomes for First Nations, Métis and Inuit (FNMI) students. Current
initiatives include:

¢ redeveloping the FNMI section of the Western and Northern
Canadian Protocol website

* developing a common set of guidelines for validating learning resources
based on cultural appropriateness, historical accuracy and respect for

diversity

* establishing an Aboriginal Education Action Plan as one of three

priority areas for CMEC.

Alberta recognizes that working together with other provinces will
strengthen the education of francophone students in minority language
settings. To support francophone education, Alberta participated in
Pan-Canadian French First Language Initiatives, led by Ontario and
New Brunswick [Strategy 3.3]. A Pan-Canadian tool kit Volet 1 et

Volet 2, was created and published to help Francophone students improve
their speaking and writing skills.

Building and Improving School Facilities

Parents of Alberta’s students want schools in their local neighborhoods
where their children live and learn. With the technical support of the
Ministry of Infrastructure, Alberta Education reviews the priorities in
school board three-year capital plans to determine where to build new
schools, where to locate modular classrooms and which schools need to be

preserved or modernized. In 2007/2008 work included [Strategy 3.5]:

* announcing two phases of an innovative Alberta-made public-private
partnership approach to build 32 new schools in the Edmonton and
Calgary areas

* with Alberta Infrastructure as lead, developing five standard core
school designs — three for K — 6 schools and two for K — 9 schools for
use in new school projects

* announcing 37 modernization projects, 45 modular classrooms and
support to the four metro school boards in Edmonton and Calgary for
10 additional school modernization projects.
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Outcomes

All levels of the education system

demonstrate effective working

relationships with partners and

stakeholders (continued)

All levels of the education system

demonstrate leadership and

continuous improvement

64

Integrated Results Analysis

Key Accomplishments (continued)

International Initiatives

Alberta’s education system is respected around the world because of the
success of our students on international assessments (see page 41). In
2007/2008 Alberta hosted delegations from 15 countries across the globe
who are interested in learning about the province’s K — 12 system. These
delegations included Australia, Austria, China (Beijing and Wuhan),
Finland, Germany, Hungary, Malaysia, Japan, Mexico, Oman, Peru,
Spain, Ukraine, the United Kingdom and the United States (Utah and
Colorado).

In addition, the International School of Macao will continue to hold

an Alberta accreditation. The Christian Alliance P.C. Lau Memorial
International School in Hong Kong and Neuchatel Junior College in
Switzerland have been granted preliminary accreditation status. Educators
in China, Dubai, Turkey and Qatar are seeking accreditation for schools
that follow the Alberta Programs of Study [Strategy 3.2].

Improving the K-12 Education System

Albertans expect their schools to be committed to continuous
improvement. Results and evaluations provided by Alberta Education
enable school jurisdictions and schools to know how well they are
performing. This information also helps school jurisdictions and schools
identify areas for improvement and improve their reporting practices. In

2007/2008, work in this area included [Strategy 3.8]:

* holding sessions for new trustees and central office staff regarding
accountability processes and reports

* providing updates about accountability processes and results at
meetings of superintendent and trustee organizations and providing
accountability sessions to school-based administrators, as requested

* launching the Accountability Pillar Online Reporting Initiative portal
with performance measurement reports for schools and jurisdictions

* for the first time, providing school-level accountability reports and
evaluations in addition to the jurisdiction reports

* recognizing school jurisdictions that have high levels of achievement or
significant improvement on accountability measures

* requiring school jurisdictions to address low and declining results in

their three-year education plans

* requiring school jurisdictions with continuing low or declining results
to prepare specific action plans to improve these results in future years



Outcomes

* developing and piloting a prototype of a web-based clearinghouse for
school jurisdictions of resources, literature, promising practices and
tools to support continuous system improvement.

In the 2007/2008 superintendent survey, 83% of superintendents were
satisfied with the usefulness of the accountability reports provided by the
department.

Communicating the Success of the Education System

Timely and accurate information helps the public understand the success
of Alberta’s K — 12 system and helps school boards make improvements
to the education programs they provide to students in their communities
[Strategy 3.1].

During 2007/2008, Alberta Education responded to inquiries on a wide

variety of K — 12 education matters, issued news releases and media
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notices on initiatives, programs and results and ensured the Ministry’s
website was updated regularly to provide information to stakeholders and

the public.

In addition, education associations and providers were informed about

€ B0

developments through regular email correspondence and reports by
Alberta Education staff at zone meetings of the College of Alberta
Superintendents and the Alberta School Boards Association.

Information provided to the public in 2007/2008 was enhanced by:

* developing and implementing a new visual identity in Ministry print
and online publications

¢ reorganizing and launching a new look for the Ministry’s website

¢ developing a brochure for parents on the accountability measures
required for school jurisdictions and schools

* designing and widely distributing a brochure of annual report
highlights.

Alberta Education’s annual monitoring of school jurisdiction three-year

education plans and their annual education results reports helps to ensure

that school authorities provide timely, accurate and relevant information

about their results to Albertans.

Albertans are increasingly satisfied that the education system is
accountable. In recent surveys of parents, teachers, school board members
and the public, overall satisfaction that the system is accountable has
improved from 66% in 2003/2004 to 72% in 2007/2008. Increases in
teacher results from 63% to 77% and in public results from 58% to 69%
contributed the most to the overall improvement.
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Outcomes

All levels of the education

system demonstrate leadership

and continuous improvement
(continued)

66

Integrated Results Analysis

Key Accomplishments (continued)

Work in 2007/2008 to improve upon data collection and reporting

capabilities within the education system in the future included:

* continuing the development of a new province-wide approach to
student information, including completion of the technical design,
definition and pilot of a new student enrolment reporting process,
a draft supporting privacy framework and governance structure
[Strategy 3.9]

* working with school jurisdictions to improve the year-to-year stability
of the voluntary self-identification of First Nations, Métis and Inuit
students

* conducting telephone interviews of superintendents on the relationship
of attendance to student success and the feasibility of reporting student
attendance information into Ministry data systems.

Addressing Enrolment Growth and Teacher Supply

Alberta’s robust economy has resulted in an increase in the number of
students in our education system. To plan effectively to meet the needs
of this increased student population, Alberta Education developed a
projection model that provides reliable information on the rate of growth
in student enrolment and on teacher supply and demand for the province.
The tool will help both government and school jurisdictions to address
workforce needs [Strategy 3.7].

Health and Safety

The health and safety of workers in school systems are important. In
2007/2008 Alberta Education facilitated input from key education
stakeholder organizations in the development of the Occupational Health
and Safety School Kit by the Ministry of Employment, Immigration and
Industry. This resource is designed to:

¢ help school authorities develop healthy and safe workplaces
* reduce workplace injuries

* increase the capability of school authorities to comply with
Occupational Health and Safety requirements.

In the event of an influenza pandemic, schools must be prepared to
safeguard their students. Alberta Education provides leadership and
support to Alberta school jurisdictions in preparing against such a threat.
In 2007/2008, a Pandemic Planning Guide for Alberta School Authorities
was prepared to support school authorities in developing or strengthening
existing plans.



Outcomes

Achieving Efficiencies

Alberta understands the importance of improving the efficiency of

the education system. Bulk buying reduces costs for schools. Under

the Alberta Education and British Columbia Ministry of Education
Memorandum of Understanding, eight school districts representing

44% of the K — 12 students in British Columbia acquired learning
resources through Alberta’s Learning Resources Centre, thereby reducing
costs for schools in both provinces. Through a joint initiative, videos are
acquired for all schools in both provinces at a cost savings.

Alberta’s schools continued to take advantage of the savings opportunities
available to them through the Early Order Discount (EOD) program,
which is offered from January 1 through May 15 each year. The program
is a cooperative effort between the Learning Resources Centre (LRC) and
several educational publishers, which enables schools to save an additional
10% on eligible resources. By combining the EOD with their Learning
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Resources Credit Allocation schools are able to maximize their savings.

During 2007/2008 the value of purchases made through the LRC during
the EOD ordering period totaled $15.5 million. This represented over
40% of the total sales for the year. The resulting savings for schools were
about $1.6 million.

€ B0

Alberta recognizes the importance of reviewing the effectiveness of
programs. The Government of Alberta has provided on-going funding
to ACCESS Television for the broadcast, production and acquisition of
educational programming. Following a comprehensive review in 2007
that indicated very few Alberta K — 12 schools were using TV broadcasts
to help deliver programs of study, the Ministries of Education and
Advanced Education and Technology agreed to let the contract with
ACCESS-LTA lapse after March 31, 2008. This will yield an annual
savings to government in future years. Under a new agreement, the
Alberta government will continue to receive revenue for sales and
broadcasts outside of Alberta for those resources for which licenses

are in effect.
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Performance Highlights

Education system results for 2007/2008 for Goal 3, highlighted
below and discussed on the pages that follow, reflect the cumulative
impact of investment of resources and effort over time on the part of

government, school boards, parents, teachers and students. Results over time  Target Achievement
T Improved v Target Met
performance v+ Target Exceeded
~ No significant x Target not met
change in n/a No target
. . . performance set for 2007/08
Goal 3: Highly responsive and responsible L Performance (insufficient data
. decline or new measure
education system for 2007-2010)
Results Over Time Targets
Outcomes Performance Measures (in percentages) Baseline Current 2007/08
All levels of the Opverall parent, teacher, student, school board 58 ~ 61 X
education system member and public satisfaction that their
demonstrate effective jnput is considered, respected and valued by
working relationships the school, jurisdiction and province
with partners and
stakeholders
The education Opverall parent, teacher and school board 69 ~ 73 Vv
system at all levels member satisfaction that the leadership at
demonstrates all levels effectively supports and facilitates
leadership and teaching and learning
continuous .
improvement Overall perception of teachers, parents and 66 T 72 vV
school board members that Alberta’s K — 12
system has improved or stayed the same in
the last three years
Percentages of school jurisdictions with an Percemageds of Jgﬂﬁigﬂms n/a
. ® |ncreasea on o O
overall evaluation of Good or Excellent on CERIES
accountability measures ¢ maintained on 1 measure

e declined on 6 measures

The confidence interval is considered in assessing change over time on survey measures.

Targets are considered met if the result is within 5% of the target value. See Endnotes A
and B for detailed information on assessing change over time and target achievement.

Base year is five years ago or earliest subsequent year results are available.
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Performance Measures

Working Relationships

Rationale

* The perceptions of various stakeholders who are
directly involved in the K — 12 education system
as well as public perception on their input into
education provide an indication of effective
working relationships within the education
system.

Target
* The target of 61% was not met.

Discussion
*  Opverall results have been relatively stable over
time.

* In 2007/2008, 58% of high school students,
parents, teachers, school board members and
the public were satisfied with their input
into education at the school, jurisdiction and
provincial levels.

* Satisfaction has varied among respondent
groups, with public satisfaction consistently
lower than results for the other groups.
Members of the public typically have less
familiarity and involvement with education than

other respondent groups. This may affect results.

¢ For parents and the public, significant
percentages of respondents answering Don’t
Know, Not Applicable or not responding
affected results. In 2007/2008, 13% of parents
and 27% of the public answered Don’t Know,
Not Applicable or did not respond, while the
levels of dissatisfaction of parents and the public
were similar (parents 27% and the public 29%).

* Implementation of Alberta Education’s new
Public Involvement Framework may affect
results in future years.

Overall Satisfaction of Students, Parents, Teachers, School

Board Members and the Public that their Input is Considered,
Respected and Valued by the School, Jurisdiction and Province

100% T

80% 1

0% 58 59 o 58 58 ¢
40% 1

20%

0% : : : :

2003/04 2004/05 2005/06  2006/07  2007/08

(in percentages)

Target
61%

Respondent Group

2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08

High School Students 68 73 68 66 68
Parents (ECS - 12) 60 56 58 55 59
Teachers 56 56 60 59 62
School Board Members 62 67 72 62 56
Public 46 44 45 45 44
Overall 58 59 61 58 58

Source: Alberta Education: CCl Research Inc.: 2004 — 2007;
R.A. Malatest & Associates Ltd.: 2008.
I

Notes

e Students were asked about their satisfaction that their input into
decisions at their school is being considered.

e School board members were asked about their satisfaction that their
input into the education of students is being considered by Alberta
Education.

e In 2003/2004, school board members included elected trustees
and superintendents, while in subsequent years only trustees were
included.

e For parents and the public, percentages reported are averages of
satisfaction that:

- their input into decisions at school is being considered

- their input into the education of students is considered by the
school board

- their input into the education of students is considered by
Alberta Education.

e For teachers, percentages reported are averages of satisfaction that:

- theirinput into the education of students is considered by the
school

- their input into the education of students is considered by the
school board

- their input into the education of students is considered by
Alberta Education.

e Overall satisfaction is the average of satisfaction levels for each
respondent group. See Endnote B, page 81, for information on
averaging results within and across respondent groups.

® See Endnote A, pages 78-79, for information on surveys conducted
for Alberta Education.

e See Endnote B, page 80, for information on assessing results relative
to targets.
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School, Jurisdiction and
Provincial Leadership

Rationale

Effective leadership at all levels is important to

maintain the quality of the K — 12 education system
and to improve student programs and achievement.

Target

The target of 73% was met (the result is within 5%
of the target).

Discussion

70

Results hae been similar over time, with some year
to year fluctuations.

Overall in 2007/2008, 69% of parents, teachers
and school board members were satisfied with
leadership at all levels combined.

Teacher satisfaction with leadership at the
provincial level has increased substantially since

2004/2005.

School board member satisfaction with leadership
at the provincial level increased in 2007/2008,
following a substantial decline the previous year.

Satisfaction with leadership at the provincial level
is sensitive to government decisions about the

K - 12 education system. Implementation of the
Class Size Initiative may have accounted for the
increase in teacher satisfaction in 2005/2006. The
Memorandum of Agreement on the Teachers’
Unfunded Pension Liability, under which the
province assumed responsibility for the teachers’
portion of the unfunded pension liability in return
for five years of labour peace, may account for

the increase in teacher and school board member
satisfaction in 2007/2008 over the previous year.

Satisfaction with leadership is highest at the
school level, likely reflecting the positive attitudes
of parents and teachers resulting from their
positive relationships and contact with the school
administration.

Integrated Results Analysis

Overall Satisfaction of Parents, Teachers and School
Board Members that Leadership at all Levels Combined
(School, Jurisdiction and Provincial) Effectively Supports
and Facilitates Teaching and Learning

Target

73
& 73%
66 69

100% 1
80% 1
69
60% 1
40% |
20%
 2004/05

2005/06 2006/07 2007/08

Respondent Group

2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08

At the School Level
Parents (ECS - 12)
Teachers

85% 86% 87% 85%
87% 87% 86% 86%

Overall

86% 86% 86% 85%

At the Jurisdiction Level

Parents (ECS - 12)
Teachers

- 75% 74% 72%
72% 74% 77% 81%

Overall

72% 75% 75% 77%

At the Provincial Level

Parents (ECS - 12)
Teachers
School Board Members

55% 63% 56% 56%
33% 44% 45% 55%
73% 75% 57% 63%

Overall

53% 60% 52% 58%

At All Levels Combined (School, Jurisdiction, Provincial)

Parents (ECS - 12)
Teachers
School Board Members

70% 75% 72% 71%
64% 68% 69% 74%
73% 75% 57% 63%

Overall

69% 73% 66% 69%

Source: Alberta Education: CCl Research Inc.: 2004 — 2007; R.A. Malatest &

Associates Ltd.: 2008.

Notes:

e Stakeholders were no longer included as a respondent group for

this measure in the 2007
this measure have been

e —indicates that data are not available, i.e., parents were not
asked this question in 2004/2005. ... e e e e

- 2010 Business Plan. Historical results for
recalculated to reflect this change.




Performance Measures (continued)
K - 12 System Improvement

Rationale

* Improving education for students is an
important outcome of the K — 12 education
system.

Target
* The target of 72% was met (the result is within
5% of the target).

Discussion

* Overall, 71% of parents, teachers and school
board members indicated in 2007/2008 that
Alberta’s education system had improved or
stayed the same in the last three years.

¢ Results for teachers increased significantly in
2005/2006 and have continued at a higher level,
which accounts for the higher overall results
since 2004/2005.

* Results for parents and school board members
have been relatively stable over time.

*  Results have been higher for school board
members than for parents and teachers in all
four years.

* For parents and teachers, significant percentages
of respondents answering Don’t Know, Not
Applicable or not responding affected results.
In 2007/2008 about 13% of parents and about
10% of teachers answered Don’t Know, Not
Applicable or did not respond.

~

Notes continued from page 70

e Overall satisfaction at each level (school, jurisdiction, provincial),
is the average of satisfaction levels for each respondent group.
Overall satisfaction at all levels combined is the average of overall
satisfaction at each level. See Endnote B, page 81, for information
on averaging results within and across respondent groups and
across levels.

e See Endnote A, pages 78-79, for information on surveys conducted
for Alberta Education.

e See Endnote B, page 80, for information on assessing results
relative to targets.

J

* When asked about education in their own school
or jurisdiction (rather than about the education
system in general), the overall result was more
positive at 80% in 2007/2008, and has improved
over time from 74% in 2004/2005.

Overall Percentage of Parents, Teachers and School
Board Members Indicating that Alberta’s K- 12
Education System has Improved or Stayed the same in
the last Three Years

100% 1
80% 72 Target
71 71 9
66 & 72%
60% 7
40% 1
20%
O% - T
2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08

(in percentages)

Respondent Group 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08

Parents (ECS - 12) 63 66 62 61
Teachers 55 66 67 69
School Board Members 81 85 85 82
Overall 66 72 71 71

Source: Alberta Education: CCl Research Inc.: 2004 — 2007;
R.A. Malatest & Associates Ltd.: 2008.

Notes:

e The overall percentage indicating Alberta’s K — 12 education
system has improved or stayed the same in the last three years is
the average of the percentage for each respondent group. See
Endnote B, page 81, for information on averaging results across
respondent groups.

e See Endnote A, pages 78-79, for information on surveys
conducted for Alberta Education.

® See Endnote B, page 80, for information on assessing results
relative to targets.
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3

Performance of the Education System

Rationale

* As part of the accountability component of
the Renewed Funding Framework, school
jurisdictions report their evaluations on a required
set of measures and implement strategies to
address low or declining results. The overall
evaluations are a combination of the achievement
and improvement evaluations. The percentages of
jurisdictions with overall evaluations of Good or
Excellent provide an indication of how well the
education system is performing.

Target

* This measure was under development in the
2007 — 2010 business plan, so no targets were set
for 2007/2008.

Discussion

* Alberta Education evaluates school jurisdiction
results on accountability measures using a consistent
methodology based on five levels for the overall
evaluations (from highest to lowest): Excellent,
Good, Acceptable, Issue and Concern. Each year,
all 62 school jurisdictions are evaluated on the same
measures, in the same way, at the same time.

*  The percentage of jurisdictions with overall
evaluations of Good or Excellent increased slightly
in 2008 over the previous year for the high school
completion rate, which is a Ministry priority, and
returned to 2006 levels.

* The percentage of jurisdictions with overall
evaluations of Good or Excellent has increased
over time on eight measures: overall quality of
education, broad program of studies, safe and
caring schools, provincial achievement tests:
acceptable and excellence, diploma examinations:
acceptable, work preparation and citizenship.

* The percentage of jurisdictions with overall
evaluations of Good or Excellent declined
substantially in 2008 on the dropout rate, indicating
that the increase in the provincial dropout rate (see
page 39) reflects increases in dropout rates in many
jurisdictions around the province.

* The percentage of jurisdictions with Good or
Excellent evaluations declined on five other
measures over time: diploma exams: excellence,

72 Integrated Results Analysis

diploma examination participation, Rutherford
Scholorship eligibility, parental involvement and school
improvement.

* Even though the percentage of jurisdictions with Good
or Excellent evaluations for the Rutherford Scholarship
measure declined, the provincial results improved on this
measure because of improved results in the province’s
largest school jurisdictions in Edmonton and Calgary

(see page 57).

Percentages of School Jurisdictions Receiving Overall
Evaluations of Good or Excellent on Accountability
Measures

Jurisdiction Performance by Fall Fall Fall
Accountability Measure 2006 2007 2008
Goal Overall Quality of Education* — 597 694
One  Broad Program of Studies* — 468 613
Safe and Caring Schools* — 629 790
Drop Out Rate 613 66.1 387
High School Completion Rate
3-year rate 475 42,6 475
Goal Provincial Achievement Tests
Two Acceptable 17.7 194  21.0
Excellence 226 339 355
Diploma Examinations
Acceptable 19.7 258 226
Excellence 42.6 419 323
Diploma Exam Participation Rate
4+ Exams 42.6 426  36.1
Rutherford Scholarship Eligibility Rate 68.9 721 645
Post-Secondary Transition Rate**
4-year rate 68.3 783 —
6-year rate — — 656
Work Preparation* — 597 855
Citizenship* — 50.0 758
Goal Parental Involvement* — 51,6 50.0
Three  gchool Improvement* — 726 645

Alberta Education conducts annual surveys of students, parents and teachers
for reporting on the seven survey measures that are part of school jurisdiction
accountability. The survey measures were not evaluated in 2006 as there were
insufficient years of data available.

** The 6-year post-secondary transition rate replaced the 4-year rate as the

jurisdiction accountability measure in 2008. Overall evaluations are not
available for the é-year rate in 2006 and 2007 or for the 4-year rate in 2008.

Source: Alberta Education.

Notes

Overall evaluations are the combination of the achievement
(results compared to standards) and improvement (results
compared to past performance) evaluations.

The results include public, separate and francophone school
jurisdictions on an equal basis, not weighted by size of jurisdiction.

See Endnote C, Overall Performance of School Jurisdictions,
pages 85-88.



Financial Results and Performance

Overview

The Ministry of Education financial statements
(pages 92-116) consolidate the operating results and
financial position of the Department of Education
and the Alberta School Foundation Fund for the year
ended March 31, 2008 and include the accounts of
Alberta’s 75 school jurisdictions — 41 public school
boards, 16 separate school boards, 5 francophone
education authorities and 13 charter schools.

Beginning with the 2006/2007 fiscal year, the
Ministry’s consolidated financial statements include
school jurisdictions on the modified equity basis. To
reflect this change in accounting policy, a summary
line, Increase in Equity in School Jurisdictions, has
been incorporated into the Consolidated Statement
of Operations. Refer to Note 2 (pages 95-98) for

further information.

Effective April 1,2007 the Ministry of Finance
assumed the unfunded liability and contributions
for the portion of the Teachers’ Pension Plan related
to service credited prior to September 1, 1992. The

comparative figures for March 31, 2007 have been
restated as if that Ministry had always been assigned
these responsibilities. Note 3 (page 98) provides
further information on these program transfers.

Ministry Revenue

Total revenue for the Ministry of Education
increased $164.7 million compared to 2006/2007,
primarily due to an additional $93.3 million in
Equity in School Jurisdictions, $62.5 million in
Education Property Taxes and $10.4 million in Sales
of Learning Resources.

The increase in Education Property Taxes is due to

rising property values and fewer property tax refunds.

The increase in the Sales of Learning Resources is
primarily due to the introduction of new curriculum.
The increase in Equity in School Jurisdictions is
attributed to additional operating surpluses resulting
from the effective control of school operating costs.

2007/2008 Ministry Revenues by Source

(in thousands)

Education Property Taxes $1,392,930

Internal Government Transfers $129,100

Increase in Equity in School Jurisdictions $125,681
/Sales of Learning Resources $37,592
/Transfers from the Government of Canada $9,166

Other Revenue $6,002

Premiums, Fees and Licences $3,362
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Ministry Spending
Ministry spending totaled $5.75 billion, about 5 per cent higher than the previous year.

As indicated on the graph below, Operating Support to School Jurisdictions comprised
the majority of Ministry expenses.

2007/2008 Ministry Spending by Program

(in thousands)

Operating Support to School Jurisdictions $4,233,059

School Facilities $1,036,939

Teachers’ Pension $149,522

/ Accredited Private Schools $141,775

Basic Education Programs $98,029
Program Delivery Support Services $60,583

Ministry Support Services $27,629
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Operating Support to School Jurisdictions
The Operating Support to School Jurisdictions
provides:

* per-student base instruction funding to support
core education programs and complementary
programs for K — 12 students in the province’s
75 school jurisdictions.

* differential and variable cost funding to school
boards to address their specific needs and
circumstances such as English as a Second
Language; First Nations, Métis and Inuit
programs; students with special needs and the
differential cost of purchasing goods and services
in certain areas of the province

* targeted funding for specific provincial initiatives
such as Alberta Initiative for School Improvement

and Class Size funding.

2007/08 2007/08 2006/07
Budget Actuals Actuals

Operating Support to $ 4,172,639 $ 4,233,059 $ 3,979,050
School Jurisdictions

Funding for this program was $254 million more
than in 2006/2007. This increase is due to an
additional $139.2 million in grants for base instruction,
$52 million to school boards for a one-time lump sum
payment to teachers and additional funding of

$30.8 million for further reductions in average class
sizes. In addition, the Ministry provided $14.5 million
to Skills Canada for enhancements to Career and
Technology Studies equipment, $10.8 million to
school boards in the Fort McMurray region as a

cost of living allowance to teachers and $6 million
over three years to the Alberta Regional Professional
Development Consortia to support implementation
of revised social studies and mathematics programs
of study.

Operational Support exceeded the 2007/2008
budgeted amount by $60.4 million primarily due to
the $52 million for the one-time lump sum payment
to teachers and $10.8 million for the Fort McMurray
cost of living allowance to teachers.

School Facilities

School Facilities provides annual funding to
school jurisdictions using allocation formulas for
Plant Operations and Maintenance (PO&M) for
daily operational functions and for Infrastructure
Maintenance and Renewal (IMR) for major
component replacement (e.g. roofs, windows

and boilers). IMR is provided through approved
capital projects, which include the construction
of new schools, provision of steel framed modular
classrooms, major school modernizations and

replacements.
2007/08 2007/08 2006/07
Budget Actuals Actuals
School Facilities $ 934,811 $1,036,939 $ 973,298

The School Facility spending variance from budget
was primarily due to an additional $97.3 million for
school maintenance, school renewal and modular
classrooms.

Capital spending increased by $47.8 million over

the previous year due primarily to additional school
maintenance and renewal projects offset by lower
spending related to the timing of construction for
ongoing projects. Plant Operations and Maintenance

increased by $15.8 million compared to 2006/2007.

Accredited Private Schools

Accredited Private Schools provides funding to
accredited private schools, private early childhood
services (ECS) operators and designated special
education private schools.

2007/08 2007/08 2006/07
Budget Actuals Actuals
Accredited Private $ 144,353 $ 141,775 $ 144,023

Schools

The variance from budget and the previous year is
due to some private schools becoming alternative
programs funded through public and separate
schools.
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Basic Education Programs
Basic Education Programs include support for:

* purchase, sale and distribution of learning
resources and special format materials and
equipment for the visually impaired

* production of educational resource materials

* management of specialty production to meet
the needs of visually impaired students, audio,
video ROM or interactive multimedia in
various formats to meet Ministry and student
requirements

* provision of technology such as high-speed

networking and video-conferencing

* administration of the Federal French Language
program.

Teachers’ Pension

Teachers’ Pension supports the government’s
responsibilities under the Zeachers’ Pension Plans Act.
Under the Act, the Government of Alberta is responsible
for the employer portion of the contributions on behalf
of teachers’ current service.

2007/08 2007/08 2006/07
Budget Actuals Actuals
Teachers’ Pension $ 215,048 $ 149,522 $ 210,073

The reductions in spending when compared to budget
and the previous year are due primarily to better than

2007/08 2007/08 2006/07
Budget Actuals Actuals
Basic Education $ 87,113 $ 98,029 $ 85,662

Programs

The increase of $12.4 million over 2006/2007 is
primarily due to the $9.7 million additional cost

of learning resources, directly related to increased
sales, and $6.7 million additional funding related to
grants for the Alberta Library and social studies and
mathematics curriculum development, offset by a
decrease of $4.2 million related to the Federal French
Language program.

The budget variance of $10.9 million is due to

$8.4 million in expenses related to the Federal
French Language Program that was previously
recorded as net of revenues. In 2007/2008, this
program became a dedicated revenue initiative.
Refer to note 2b (page 96) for further information.
As a result of unanticipated increases in the sale of
learning resources, the related cost of sales increased
by $4.6 million.
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expected performance of pension fund assets.

Program Delivery Support Services

Program Delivery Support Services funds:

development and support of K — 12 programs of
study in English and French

school authorities and education stakeholder groups
to enhance and support the development and
implementation of programs, policies, regulations
and legislation

reviews of school jurisdiction financial management,
capital borrowing requests, student transportation,
financial audits and funding policies and procedures
development of budget and fiscal planning strategies
work in conjunction with education stakeholders to
develop and enhance the funding allocation model
that provides for equity of opportunity for Alberta
students

analysis, processing and monitoring of grant
payments to school jurisdictions.

2007/08 2007/08 2006/07
Budget Actuals Actuals
Program Delivery $ 60,299 $ 60,583 $ 61,138

Support Services



Ministry Support Services

Ministry Support Services includes directing,
planning and coordinating the Ministry’s strategic
administrative support to the Minister’s office,
Deputy Minister’s office, communications, financial
services, contracted and project management services,
performance measurement and reporting, information
technology management, policy, business planning
and human resource management. This program also
supports legislative services, records management and
systems administration.

2007/08 2007/08 2006/07
Budget Actuals Actuals

Ministry Support $ 25,804 $ 27,629 $ 25,035
Services

Ministry Support expenses increased over budget
and the previous year due to higher information

technology and workforce planning expenses, as well

as unbudgeted cost of living increases.
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Endnotes for Performance Measures

Endnote A: Notes on Surveys

Public and Client Surveys

Alberta Education regularly commissions telephone
surveys of random samples of the Alberta public and
key client groups. The purpose of these surveys is to
obtain perceptions of how the basic education system
is performing in meeting students’ and society’s needs
and expectations. Professional survey research firms
are contracted to conduct the surveys, using trained
interviewers and the Computer-Assisted Telephone
Interviewing (CATT) system. Survey results are
compiled by the survey research firms and provided
to the Ministry. Surveys are conducted annually with
the public, parents of ECS to Grade 12 students,

high school students, teachers, school board members

and (starting in 2006/2007) superintendents. The
employer survey is conducted every second year.

The following table provides sampling information
about the surveys of Albertans conducted in

recent years that are reported in this annual report.
The information includes the respondent groups
surveyed, sample sizes and the confidence intervals
for results from each survey. Results are considered
accurate within the confidence interval 19 times out
of 20 (i.e., at a confidence level of 95%). Sampling
variation can account for observed differences in
results from year to year. See the discussion on the
use of confidence intervals for interpreting survey

results on page 79.

Alberta Education Public/Client Surveys: Sample Sizes and Confidence Intervals

Survey 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08
Public! Sample 2,003 3,000 3,000 3,000 3.000
Confidence Interval +/-2.2% +/-1.8% +/-1.8% +/-1.8% +/-1.8%
Parents (ECS-12)' Sample 800 800 800 800 801
Confidence Interval +/-3.5% +/-3.5% +/-3.5% +/-3.5% +/-3.5%
High School Students Sample 800 800 800 800 802
(Grades 10-12)" Confidence Interval +/-3.5% +/-3.5% +/-3.5% +/-3.5% +/-3.5%
Teachers' Sample 801 806 800 800 801
Confidence Interval +/-3.5% +/-3.5% +/-3.5% +/-3.5% +/-3.5%
School Board Sample 487 350 350 350 306
Members'?3 Confidence Interval +/-2.2% +/-3.2% +/-3.2% +/-3.2% +/-3.6%
Superintendents'?? Sample — — — 63 58
Confidence Interval — — — +/-5.0% +/-6.0%
Employers* Sample 2,000 — 2,200 — 2,201
Confidence Interval +/-2.2% — +/-2.0% — +/-2.0%
Notes

1.

4.

78

CCl Research Inc., the survey research company that conducted the Employers Survey in 2007/2008, also conducted the public surveys
(public, parents, high school students, teachers, school board members and superintendents) from 2003/2004 to 2006/2007. Prior to 2008,
CCl Research Inc. was known as Compustat Consultants Inc.

In 2003/2004, School Board Members included school board trustees and superintendents, while in 2004/2005 and 2005/2006, only trustees
were surveyed. A separate survey of superintendents was conducted in 2006/2007 and 2007/2008.

Confidence intervals for these samples take into account the small populations from which the samples are selected, e.g., in 2007/2008,
511 school board trustees and 74 superintendents.

The employer satisfaction survey results reported on page 37 are based on the subsets of all survey respondents who indicated they

had hired high school graduates in the last two years. There were 499 respondents in 2005/2006 and 677 respondents in 2007/2008. The
confidence intervals for these subsets of respondents were +/-3.6% for 2005/2006 and +/-3.5% for 2007/2008. The results reported are
based on a question introduced in the 2005/2006 survey on employer satisfaction with the skills and quality of work of recent high school
graduates. As such they are not comparable to prior years’ results, which reported on satisfaction with learning system graduates. Learning
system graduates include post-secondary and apprenticeship graduates as well as high school graduates.

Integrated Results Analysis



The survey instruments for these surveys primarily
use four-point response scales (Very satisfied/
Satistied/ Dissatistied/Very dissatisfied or Strongly
Agree/Agree/Disagree/Strongly Disagree), depending
on the question. A few questions use other response
scales (e.g., A Lot/Some/Very Little/Not at All or
Improved/Same/Declined). Although not asked,
Don’t Know responses and refusals are recorded as
well. Results presented are the combined percentages
of respondents who were Very Satisfied/Satisfied or
who Strongly Agreed/Agreed. The survey results are
available at http://education.alberta.ca/department/
surveys.aspx.

Use of Confidence Intervals for Interpreting
Survey Results

When a result is obtained by surveying a random
sample of the target population, such as the public,
parents or teachers, there is a confidence interval
associated with the result, which is expressed as a
percentage above and below the obtained result.

A confidence interval indicates how much variation
one might expect from the obtained survey result,
as a consequence of sampling and diversity among
respondents. Differences in survey results over time
or among respondent groups on the same survey
question are reported at the .05 level of confidence
(ie., the same results would be obtained in repeated
surveys 19 times out of 20).

In the Ministry of Education’s annual report,
confidence intervals are used to determine:

* whether differences in survey results over time
are likely the result of sampling variations, or
represent actual change

* whether differences among respondent groups to
the same question are likely the result of sampling
variations or represent actual differences.

When comparing results of survey questions over
time or among respondent groups, there is an actual
difference between two survey results, 19 times out
of 20, if there is no overlap between the confidence

intervals of the two observed values. When this is
the case, it is acknowledged in the related text that
there is an increase, change or significant difference
in survey results over time or among groups. When
the confidence intervals of the two observed values
do overlap, the observed difference will be due to
sampling variation 19 times out of 20, and we cannot
conclude that the difference is real or significant. In
such cases, the related text indicates that results are
similar or stable over time or among groups.

The following hypothetical examples illustrate:

* two survey results where the confidence intervals
overlap and, consequently it is concluded that
there is no real difference between the two survey
results

* two survey results where the confidence intervals
do not overlap and, consequently it is concluded
that there is a real difference between the two
survey results.

Example 1

Where two survey results are 76% and 80%, both
with a confidence interval of 2.5%, then the upper
limit of the confidence interval for the 76% result is
78.5% and the lower limit of the confidence interval
of the 80% result is 77.5%. Since the confidence
intervals overlap, it cannot be concluded that there
is a real difference between the two survey results,
as the observed difference could be due to sampling
variation.

Example 2

If the two survey results are 74% and 80%, both with
a confidence interval of 2.5%, the upper limit of the
confidence interval for the 74% result is 76.5% and
the lower limit of the confidence interval of the 80%
result is 77.5%. Since the confidence intervals do

not overlap, it can be concluded that there is a real
difference between the two survey results, as sampling
variation alone does not account for the observed
difference. In such cases, the related text indicates
there is a significant difference (increase or decrease)
over time or between groups.
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Endnote B: Technical Notes

Assessing Results Over Time

Changes in results are assessed over time in the
discussion of each measure. A change (increase

or decrease) is considered slight if it differs

1-2 percentage points from results of the comparison
year(s). As the confidence interval is taken into
account in assessing results on survey measures that
use a probability sampling method (see Endnote A),
the change is considered slight for those measures
when the result is 1-2 percentage points different
from the comparison year(s) above or below the
confidence interval.

Assessing Targets

Performance targets set expectations for results and
are the basis for planning improvements and assessing
results. They are an important way to gauge whether
the organization is improving or falling behind in
obtaining desired results in key areas. Targets clearly
establish desired levels of performance to be attained
by a certain time. Targets are quantifiable and
expressed in numerical terms, such as percentages or
ratios. They are used as a key tool to drive, measure,
improve and control performance.

Performance on a measure is considered to have met
the target if the result is at or above 95% of the target
value. For example, if the result is 77% on a measure
with a target of 80%, then the target has been met
since the performance (77%) represents 96.3% of the
target. As another example, if the result on the same
measure is 75%, then the target has not been met
since 75% represents only 93.8% of the target.

This method of assessing performance represents

a high level of achievement in relation to the target.
The 95% rule acknowledges the variability in data
as well as the complexities of the learning system. In
such an environment, targets are general objectives
rather than specific values, and achieving 95% of the
target value indicates results are “in the ball park.”
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The 95% rule is not used to assess achievement of
targets for provincial achievement tests, which are
administered to students in Grades 3, 6 and 9. It does
not apply to the results for students who wrote the
tests as that set of results represents the achievement
of those students and there is negligible variability.
The rule also does not apply to the results for all
students in Grades 3, 6 and 9 as those results are

the minimum possible and under-represent the true
results for the population had all students in the
grade taken the test. Instead, as a difference of
four-tenths of a percentage point (0.4%) is considered
significant for achievement test and diploma
examination results, targets are considered met if

the result is within four-tenths of a percentage point

(0.4%) of the target.

Trend Lines

Although not appearing in the annual report,

trend lines are an aid to interpreting the results for
measures reported in the annual report. Trend lines
augment data interpretation techniques already in use
such as the calculation of confidence intervals, which
is used to determine the significance of a change
between two survey results (either over time, or
among groups). Trend lines provide a useful method
of understanding the year-to-year fluctuations over
the longer term, since most measures have data
spanning three or more years. Trend lines shift the
focus from smaller year-to-year changes to providing
information about the longer-term direction of

the data and whether it is tracking towards the
performance target for the measures with targets.

Comments in the text on results with at least three
data points are supported by trend lines. The type
of trend line used is selected based on an informed
interpretation of the data series underlying the
trend line.



Logarithmic trend lines are appropriate for proportional
data, i.e., data expressed as percentages of a whole, and
therefore ranging between 0% and 100%, such as the
performance measures in this report. A logarithmic
trend line is a best-fit straight line that is most useful
when the rate of change in the data increases or
decreases quickly, then levels out. The leveling out

can be seen in the results for some measures in the
report, along with examples of year-to-year increases or
decreases on other measures.

A logarithmic trend line is calculated using the
following formula:

Y = clnx + b, where c and b are constants and 1n is
the natural logarithm function.

Calculating Survey Results

When calculating overall results across all respondent
groups for survey measures, a simple average (rather
than a weighted average) is used to reflect each
group’s equal importance to the overall result.

Further, although survey results for each respondent
group and for overall results are rounded to whole
numbers, the overall average results are calculated
from the unrounded result for each respondent group.
This avoids possible double rounding error that
might result if overall averages were calculated from
rounded respondent group results.
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Endnote C: Methodology for Performance Measures

Annual Dropout Rate of Students Aged 14-18

The annual dropout rate reports the percentages
of Alberta students aged 14-18 in public, separate,
francophone, charter and accredited private schools
who, in the following school year:

* are not enrolled in the K — 12 system

* are not enrolled in a post-secondary institution

in Alberta

* are not registered in an apprenticeship program
in Alberta

* have not completed high school.

The annual dropout rate is derived from data in
Alberta Education and Alberta Advanced Education
and Technology systems. Adjustments for attrition are
based on estimates from Statistics Canada’s Annual
Demographic Statistics 2006 (R) (CD-ROM).

Students whose education is not the responsibility
of the provincial government as well as students who
are identified as having a severe cognitive disability
or a severe multiple disability are not included in the
annual dropout rate. A detailed description of the
methodology used to calculate the annual dropout
rate, along with dropout rates for Alberta school
jurisdictions, is available at http://www.education.
alberta.ca/department/ipr/studentoutcomes/dor.aspx.

High School Completion Rates

The high school completion rate reports the percentages
of Alberta students in public, separate, francophone,
charter and accredited private schools who, within
three, four and five years of entering Grade 10:

* received a high school diploma, equivalency
diploma (GED) or Integrated Occupational
Program (IOP) certificate

* entered an Alberta post-secondary program or an
apprenticeship program

* earned credits in five Grade 12 courses, including
one language arts diploma examination course and
three other diploma examination courses.
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The tracking of Grade 10 students excludes some
groups of students, such as those identified as having
a severe cognitive or a severe multiple disability and
students whose education is not the responsibility of
the provincial government.

Data for this measure are from Alberta Education
and Alberta Advanced Education and Technology
systems. Attrition adjustments are based on estimates
from Statistics Canada’s Annual Demographic
Statistics, 2006 (R) (CD-ROM).

The educational attainment of Albertans aged 25-34
is derived from Statistics Canada Labour Force
Survey, special tabulation for Alberta Education.
Details are presented online in the Government of
Alberta’s annual performance report Measuring Up
2008 at http://www.finance.alberta.ca/publications/
annual_repts/govt/index.html.

A detailed description of the methodology, along
with high school completion rates for Alberta school
jurisdictions, is available at http://www.education.
alberta.ca/department/ipr/studentoutcomes/hscomp.
aspx.

Early Childhood Services (ECS) Participation Rate

The participation rate in ECS programs reports

the percentage of Alberta Grade 1 students in

the current school year who had an Alberta ECS
registration in any prior school year. The calculation
is adjusted to account for students who entered
Grade 1 in Alberta from another province or country
and thus would not have attended ECS in Alberta.
In-migration data include the estimated number

of five-year-old immigrants and inter-provincial
in-migrants as of July 1 of the calendar year.

The Grade 1 and ECS registration data are from
Ministry systems. The in-migration estimates are
from Statistics Canada, Demographic Estimates
Compendium 2007, catalogue no. 91-213-SCB,
CD-ROM (R).



Provincial Achievement Tests

Students in Grades 3, 6 and 9 write provincial
achievement tests annually in language arts and
mathematics while Grades 6 and 9 students also write
tests in science and social studies. The achievement
test results for Grades 3, 6 and 9 provide information
on how well students are meeting provincial standards
in the core academic subjects. Tests are developed and
administered by teachers and educators and are based
on expectations in the provincial curriculum. Results
are reported in relation to the acceptable standard and
the standard of excellence.

A student achieving the acceptable standard in a
specific grade shows an adequate understanding of
the core knowledge and adequate basic skills essential
to that course. A student achieving the standard of
excellence consistently shows a deeper understanding
of the concepts of the course by demonstrating an
ability to integrate information and evaluate it from
various points of view.

For each achievement test, the cut scores for the
acceptable standard and the standard of excellence are
set initially by a standard-setting committee of about
20 teachers using the Modified Angoft Standard
Setting or Bookmark Standard Setting Procedures.
These procedures use teachers’ judgment to determine
a minimum number of items a student must answer
correctly, the cut score, to achieve each standard.

In subsequent years, the cut scores for each test are
adjusted through test equating. This ensures the
standards remain constant even if test difficulty varies
slightly from year to year. Whenever curriculum is
revised, the standard-setting process is done again.

Results on provincial achievement tests are calculated
and presented on the basis of the total number of
students in each grade who demonstrated the standards.
Results for mathematics, science and social studies
include student results on both English and French
versions of the tests. Given the large number of students
in each grade (more than 40,000), differences in results
from year to year of more than 0.4 percentage points
on each test are considered significant.

Not all students write the provincial achievement
tests. Achievement test results are not available for
students who were absent, who were excused from
writing by the superintendent (because participation
would be harmful to the student or the student could
not respond to the test instrument), who wrote but
whose results were withheld or who wrote only

one part of the two-part language arts test. It is
possible that some of these students, under different
circumstances, could have demonstrated achievement
of standards on the test.

Participation rates in achievement tests are calculated
by dividing the number of students who wrote the
test by the sum of total enrolment in the grade plus
the ungraded students who are in the corresponding
year of schooling.

Provincial overall results present weighted averages
based on the number of students achieving standards.
Test results and participation are recorded and
aggregated in Ministry systems. Provincial, school
authority and school results are available at http://
www.education.alberta.ca/admin/testing.aspx.

Diploma Examinations

Examinations are administered in all diploma
examination courses in January, June and August
each year. Examinations are administered in three
courses in both November and April, for a total of
six courses. Results on diploma examinations show
how well students are meeting provincial expectations
as outlined in the programs of study. Examination
items are developed and cut scores established by
committees of teachers. The examination design is
vetted through committees of stakeholders and by
a standard-setting committee of teachers.

A test equating initiative has been phased in

for the Diploma Examination Program so that
over time examinations are consistent and the
results are comparable. Starting in the 2003/2004
school year with Social Studies 30 and 33, the

multiple-choice portion of the examinations
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contains a set of items common to administrations
in subsequent years. By comparing the achievement
of students writing in January 2004 with those
writing in any subsequent administration on the
common items and on the unique items, Alberta
Education is able to determine whether or not the
examinations are of equal difficulty. Student scores
on the subsequent examinations can then be equated
back to the January 2004 baseline examinations to
remove any influence that differences in examination
difficulty may have on student scores. A similar
equating process was implemented for Pure
Mathematics 30, Chemistry 30 and Physics 30 in
January 2005 and for English Language Arts 30-1
and 30-2, Applied Mathematics 30 and Biology 30
in January 2006.

Through equating, all students, regardless of

which examination they have written, receive test
scores that are based on an identical standard and,
consequently, the test results for a particular diploma
examination course can be directly compared over
time. As a result of implementing the equating
process, diploma exam results are comparable over
time as follows:

* Social Studies 30 and 33 from 2003/2004 to
2007/2008

*  Pure Mathematics 30, Chemistry 30 and
Physics 30 from 2004/2005 to 2007/2008

* English Language Arts 30-1 and 30-2,
Biology 30 and Applied Mathematics 30
from 2005/2006 to 2007/2008.

Diploma examination results are reported in relation
to the acceptable standard and the standard of
excellence. Results for mathematics, sciences and
social studies include results for both English and
French versions of the tests. The overall results
present weighted averages based on the numbers

of students achieving standards in all diploma
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examinations. Students achieving the acceptable
standard demonstrate that they have met the basic
requirements of the course. A mark of 50% on the
examination represents the acceptable standard in

a diploma examination course. A mark of 80% on the
examination represents the standard of excellence and
indicates the student has demonstrated performance
significantly beyond the minimum requirements of
the course. For student marks in diploma examination
courses, the diploma examination mark is worth 50%
of the final mark in a course and the school-awarded
mark contributes the other 50%.

Diploma examination results are recorded and
aggregated in Ministry systems. Provincial, school
authority and school results reports are available at
http://www.education.alberta.ca/admin/testing.aspx.

Diploma Examination Participation Rate

The diploma examination participation rate reports
the percentages of students who have written four or
more diploma exams within three years of entering
Grade 10. The tracking of Grade 10 students in
public, separate, francophone, charter and accredited
private schools excludes some groups of students,
specifically those identified as having a severe
cognitive disability or a severe multiple disability and
students whose education is not the responsibility

of the provincial government. Data for this measure
are from Ministry systems. Attrition adjustments are
based on estimates from Statistics Canada’s Annual
Demographic Statistics, 2006 (R) (CD-ROM). A more
detailed description of the methodology is available
at http://www.education.alberta.ca/department/ipr/
studentoutcomes/diploma.aspx.



Rutherford Scholarship Eligibility Rate

The Rutherford Scholarship eligibility rate reports
the percentages of Grade 12 students in public,
separate, francophone, charter and accredited private
schools whose marks in specified courses in

Grades 10, 11 or 12 qualify them to receive

a Rutherford Scholarship should they decide to
attend a post-secondary institution.

Students whose education is not the responsibility
of the provincial government as well as students who
are identified as having a severe cognitive or a severe
multiple disability are not included in the Rutherford
Scholarship rate.

Data for this measure are from Alberta Education
and Alberta Advanced Education and Technology
systems. A more detailed description of the
methodology along with Rutherford Scholarship
eligibility rates for Alberta school jurisdictions

is available at: http://www.education.alberta.ca/
department/ipr/studentoutcomes/rutherford.aspx.

High School to Post-Secondary Transition Rates

The high school to post-secondary transition rates
report the percentages of Alberta students in public,
separate, francophone, charter and accredited private
schools who, within four and six years of starting
Grade 10:

* enrolled in a credit program, part-time or
full-time, in an Alberta post-secondary institution

* registered in an apprenticeship program other
than the Registered Apprenticeship Program for
high school students.

Students are tracked using data from Alberta
Education and Alberta Advanced Education

and Technology systems. The high school to
post-secondary transition rates include adjustments
for attrition and for attendance at post-secondary
institutions out of province. Attrition adjustments are
based on estimates from Statistics Canada’s Annual

Demographic Statistics 2006 (R) (CD-ROM). The

estimate of Alberta students attending post-secondary
institutions out of province uses aggregate student
counts from Advanced Education and Technology’s
enrolment and Students Finance systems. Students
whose education is not the responsibility of the
provincial government, as well as students who

are identified as having cognitive disabilities or

a severe multiple disability are not included in the
high school to post-secondary transition rates.

A detailed description of the methodology, along with
post-secondary transition rates for Alberta school
jurisdictions, is available at http://www.education.
alberta.ca/department/ipr/studentoutcomes/
transition.aspx.

Opverall Performance of School Jurisdictions

The success of each student is the highest priority of
Alberta’s K — 12 education system. Ensuring every
student learns and every student succeeds requires
measurement strategies and results that indicate if
this priority is being met. School boards have the
responsibility under the Schoo/ Act to provide programs
for students, for which they receive funding from the
provincial government, and they are accountable for
results achieved.

The provisions of the Government Accountability Act
and the School Act lay out planning and reporting
expectations for the province’s K — 12 education
system, which includes school jurisdictions and

the Ministry of Education. Under the Government
Accountability Act, school jurisdictions (public, separate
and francophone school authorities) are organizations
accountable to the Minister that are required to
prepare three-year plans and report results annually

in a form and at a time specified by the Minister. In
addition, the School Act (section 78) requires school
boards to have a reporting and accountability system
as prescribed by the Minister of Education. Pursuant
to these accountability responsibilities, the Minister of
Education has established:
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* accountability performance measures for school
jurisdictions (the Accountability Pillar of the
Renewed Funding Framework)

* methodologies for calculating the required
accountability measures

* an evaluation methodology for assessing school
jurisdiction results on the accountability measures

* reporting requirements for school jurisdictions,
which include the results and evaluations on the
accountability measures

* conditions, i.e. measure evaluations at certain
levels, under which school jurisdictions must take
action to improve results and under which the
Ministry initiates action.

These requirements are reviewed annually and
provided to school jurisdictions each year in the
Guide for Education Planning and Results Reporting,
which is posted at http://education.alberta.ca/
admin/resources/planning.aspx. The most recent
edition, February 2008, lists the required jurisdiction
accountability measures, identifies reporting
requirements for school jurisdictions and provides
summary information on both the evaluation

methodology and the methodology for each measure.

The evaluation methodology applied to school
jurisdiction results for the accountability measures
assesses school jurisdiction performance on both
improvement and achievement. For each measure,
an improvement evaluation, an achievement
evaluation, and an overall evaluation that combines
the improvement and achievement evaluations are

provided.
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* The improvement evaluation compares the
jurisdiction’s current result with the jurisdiction’s
prior three-year average result and results in
evaluations of: Improved Significantly, Improved,
Maintained, Declined or Declined Significantly.

* The achievement evaluation compares the
jurisdiction’s result with provincial standards,
and results in evaluations of: Very High, High,
Intermediate, Low or Very Low.

* The overall evaluation combines the achievement
and improvement evaluations and results in
evaluations of: Excellent, Good, Acceptable, Issue
or Concern. The table below indicates how the
achievement and improvement evaluations are
combined to arrive at an overall evaluation for
each measure.

Achievement

Intermediate

Improvement

Very High High
Improved

Significantly B

Acceptable

Improved Excellent

Maintained Excellent

Acceptable

Declined

Acceptable

Declined

Significantly Concern

Acceptable

The overall evaluations received by jurisdictions
in Fall 2008 are summarized in a table on the

following page.

Acceptable

Concern

Concern



Fall 2008 School Jurisdiction Overall Evaluations by Measure and Level

Measure Excellent Good Acceptable Issue Concern
Overall Quality of Education number 13 30 14 5 0
percentage 21.0% 48.4% 22.6% 8.1% 0.0%
Broad Program of Studies number 10 28 16 8 0
percentage 16.1% 45.2% 25.8% 12.9% 0.0%
Safe and Caring Schools number 12 37 10 3 0
percentage 19.4% 59.7% 16.1% 4.8% 0.0%
Drop Out Rate number 8 16 18 19 1
percentage 12.9% 25.8% 29.0% 30.6% 1.6%
High School Completion Rate (3-year) number 8 21 22 10 0
percentage 13.1% 34.4% 36.1% 16.4% 0.0% Z
Provincial Achievement Tests: Acceptable  number 0 13 21 24 4 5
percentage 0.0% 21.0% 33.9% 38.7% 6.5% E
Provincial Achievement Tests: Excellence  number 2 20 24 15 1 g
percentage 3.2% 32.3% 38.7% 24.2% 1.6% g
Diploma Examinations: Acceptable number 5 9 25 20 3 5
percentage 8.1% 14.5% 40.3% 32.3% 4.8% Z
Diploma Examinations: Excellence number 6 14 14 23 5 E
percentage 9.7% 22.6% 22.6% 37.1% 8.1% g
Diploma Exam Participation Rate number 6 16 20 17 2
(4+ exams) percentage 9.8% 26.2% 32.8% 27.9% 3.3%
Rutherford Scholarship Eligibility Rate number 8 32 17 4 1
percentage 12.9% 51.6% 27.4% 6.5% 1.6%
Post-Secondary Transition Rate (6-year) number 21 19 15 ) 0
percentage 34.4% 31.1% 24.6% 9.8% 0.0%
Work Preparation number 7 46 7 1 1
percentage 11.3% 74.2% 11.3% 1.6% 1.6%
Citizenship number 14 33 11 4 0
percentage 22.6% 53.2% 17.7% 6.5% 0.0%
Parental Involvement number 10 21 23 7 1
percentage 16.1% 33.9% 37.1% 11.3% 1.6%
School Improvement number 12 28 11 10 1
percentage 19.4% 45.2% 17.7% 16.1% 1.6%

Note: Some of the number rows do not add to 62 because a few very small jurisdictions had insufficient data to evaluate the measure.

More information on the evaluation methodology The jurisdiction accountability measures are aligned
is available at http://www.education.gov.ab.ca/ with the Ministry’s goals, outcomes and performance
accountability/pdf/EvaluationMethodology.pdf. measures as reported in this annual report. However,

The K — 12 system evaluation measure is based on the jurisdiction accountability measures differ slightly

. C in some instances from Ministry measures, as
the overall evaluations of each school jurisdiction Y ’

on the accountability measures and is calculated by indicated in the table on the following page.
determining the percentages of school jurisdictions
with an overall evaluation of Good or Excellent on

each measure.
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Accountability Pillar Measure

Difference from Corresponding
Ministry Measure

Overall Quality of Education
Broad Program of Studies
Safe and Caring Schools
Drop out Rate

High School Completion Rate

Provincial Achievement Tests: Acceptable
Provincial Achievement Tests: Excellence

Diploma Examinations: Acceptable
Diploma Examinations: Excellence

Diploma Exam Participation Rate
(4+ Exams)

Rutherford Scholarship Eligibility Rate

Post-Secondary Transition Rate

Work Preparation
Citizenship
Parental Involvement

School Improvement

Each year surveys are administered online in each
school to all teachers and all students in Grades 4,

7 and 10 and by mail to parents of Grades 4, 7 and
10 students. Jurisdiction results are compiled for

each grade and respondent group and overall. The
evaluation methodology is applied to the jurisdiction’s
overall results for each survey measure. There was
sufficient data to evaluate the survey measures for the

first time in 2007.
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Data source is Accountability Pillar surveys

Data source is Accountability Pillar surveys

Data source is Accountability Pillar surveys

No difference

3-year rate is used as the measure instead of the 5-year rate

Overall result, on which the evaluation is based, excludes
Grade 9 Science

No difference
No difference

No difference

4-year rate was used as the measure instead of the 6-year
rate in 2006 and 2007; 6-year rate used starting in 2008
Data source is Accountability Pillar surveys

Data source is Accountability Pillar surveys

Data source is Accountability Pillar surveys

Data source is Accountability Pillar surveys

The methodologies for the student achievement
and direct measures, i.e., dropout rates, high
school completion rates, provincial achievement
tests, diploma examinations, diploma examination
participation rates, Rutherford Scholarship
eligibility rates and post-secondary transition rates,
are described in the methodology of each of these
measures earlier in this section (Endnote C) of the
annual report.





