EDUCATION RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM

REFLECTION – First Impressions
Participants were asked, as this Symposium was coming to a close, to think about next steps to further the work done at the Symposium.  These are some of the thoughts and ideas that were shared.
29 out of 73 participants responded – 40% response rate
1. What next steps can/will you take in your work?

Many indicated they will take what they’ve learned at the symposium and integrate it at work by being more open and transparent both within and outside their current organization and including more research-based aspects in their work.  

Many will work to establish more and expand upon relationships/partnerships started at the event as this would assist in keeping the momentum created by this symposium going.
Some have indicated they will continue to look for support and money in relation to their research.
2. What next steps can/will your organization take?

Most indicated their organization will promote and share research through their work, presentations and collaborative efforts within their organization and with others.  Many want to keep the discussion and momentum going.

At least one individual indicated it wasn’t clear that any steps were required from his/her organization.  Another wanted to take some time to reflect upon the discussion.
3. Please provide your ideas for next steps for all of us to take together?

Most would like to see future events like this one, to include many of the same participants but expand to include other groups not represented at the current event.  Perhaps turn it into an annual symposium.  However, this would include having an objective and end in mind.  It is important to keep the discussion going and to continue to build the trust that is required.  It is an important process that could take a while to complete if it is done correctly.

Others would like to see a framework or database of research for current emphasis, focus and gaps.

The Education Research Symposium steering committee will be looking into further next steps for this important initiative.  We want to keep the momentum going!
